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Portable Echo Sounders 


MODELS FG-11 MARK-3 and FG-200 MARK-3 



FEATURES 



* "Light Trap" flasher dial permitting easy 
readouts in bright place 

* Optional changeover for flasher only or for 
dual indication of flasher and recorder 

■ft 

* Compact and handy design yet giving big 
expensive sounder's performance 

* "White line" operation 

* Fully silicon transistorized 

* 

* Reliable pu lse generation by means of 
magnetic keying 

* Zero line adjuster 

* Reliable both in pleasure craft and com¬ 
mercial fishing boats 
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SIR JOHN NIMMO apparently had a * 
great deal of difficulty grappling 
with the very first guideline that he 
was instructed to take into account 
in making his report on Norfolk. 

His Letters Patent directed him 
that "The inquiry and recommenda¬ 
tions are to extend to and take into 
account (a) the interests of NorfolK 

Island residents:... n 

He makes no recommendations on 
the subject, and makes numerous 
comments on the difficulty ne had 
in finding out what residents wanted. 

"At the hearings of the Commission 
a determined effort was made to as¬ 
certain the wishes of the residents of 


the Island in relation to its future, " 
he writes. "Save that they agreed 
that there should be at least some 
sort of domestic autonomy they were 
hopelessly divided. ’* 

But somehow on page 78 he was able 
to start listing 17 specific points which 
he says "were finally isolated as gen¬ 
uine interests," and which "stretch 
across all types of residents but are 
essentially matters which were ex¬ 
pressed by individuals or group* as 
holding importance in their view. * 

The first three of these included 
freedom from income tax, freedom 
from death duty, preservation of the 
way of life of the Pitcairners and 
their remaining Yiistoric rights”, 
and "as large a degree of self-gov¬ 
ernment for the Island as is possible. ” 
Having identified such interests, 
he discounted them, saying they 
were merely "subjective", and that 
it was essential for him to take an 

"objective" view. 

With this "objective" view, he 
concluded that "in general the most 


PUBLISHED BY THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS, P.O.BOX 94, NORFOLK ISLAND 2899. ALL CONTENTS COPYRIGHT. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS BY AIRMAIL- AUSTRALIA $10pa/NEW ZEALAND $Al6pa/PACIFIC ISLANDS $A18/USA-UK $A24pa 





















































BONGO 


Mighty worker with forward control 
design allows maximum visibility ai 
small turning circle for easy 
parking, tight manoeuvrability. 

An amazing 94 cub.feet of 
load space. Economy plus. 

And talk about handy! The X 
large side-opening sliding 
door with its low loading vwS 
height plus easy access, 

lift-up rear door, lets you 
load with a minimum of i 

effort Four-wheel independent li 
suspension too. ^ 


THE V2 TON 


Mazda sedan type cab comfort, with 
the emphasis on economy. A hard 
working pick-up that's great to drive 
— nippy, spirited, comfortable. 

Why spend more? 


THE BIG TON 


Here’s power, reliability 


| Here^s 94 f BHP < from J&DU&m 

■ Mazda’s big 1600 CC 

■ overhead cam engine 
J i n your choice of cab 

I and chassis, ute, tray 
| container van. All-synchro ' 

■ 4-speed gearbox, massive box 

■ section frame. Cab and chassis^! 

i * 3-speed heater de-mister standard 
I on all three vehicles. 


duncombe 


BAY GARAGE 

J. W. FITZPATRICK 






















































MADE BY THE ROYAL COMMISSION FOR THE FUTURE GOVERNMENT GF NORFOLK 


1. In the ’'Berwick' 1 decision, the 
High Court of Australia decided 
that Norfolk is part of the Common¬ 
wealth. All citizens in the one 
country should have the same rights 
and duties. 

2. While there is little or no hard¬ 
ship on Norfolk Island because gov¬ 
ernment benefit payments are lower 
here than on the mainland, there is 
room for improvement. As Nor¬ 
folk is part of the Commonwealth, 
all mainland government benefit 
payments should apply fully on Nor¬ 
folk. 

3. People who receive full gov- 


NORF.OLK D IA RY 
(continued from previous page) 

m■ 

important overriding interest of Nor¬ 
folk Island residents is the preserva¬ 
tion and development of the entire 
Island as a healthy, prosperous and 
happy home fo t all its inhabitants 
and their descendants. " 

That may be a good formula for 
writing the message on a Christmas 
greeting card, but it's so airy-fairy 
as to be meaningless in planning 
the Island's future form of govern¬ 
ment. 

We suspect Cedric Hampson QC 
was a lot closer to the mark when 
he said that "... the majority of Nor¬ 
folk Islanders want to be left alone 
as much as possible... ” 

In various passages Sir John refers 
to the ** intrinsic charms" of die Isl¬ 
and, but one fears he may be think¬ 
ing of little more than a pretty 
scene or a colourful sunset. He 
gives no evidence that he understood 
or even observed the powerful mag¬ 
netic pull that Norfolk Island has for 
many persons. He refers to what are 
obviously, to his way of thinking, 

"the manifest disadvantages stem¬ 
ming from the Island's isolation and 
its reduced amenities and services... " 
He seems to have completely mis¬ 
read the significance of die bicker¬ 
ing and back-biting that goes on in 
Norfolk or in almost any small com¬ 
munity. "A superficial friendliness 
and conviviality, "he says, "masks a 
deal of resentment and dislike among 
some of the groups." 

We would have put it the other way 
around; resentment and dislike among 
some Island groups show from time to 
time, but underlying these are a tol- 


emment benefits have the obliga¬ 
tion to pay full government taxes. 
Taxes on Norfolk should therefore 
be the same as on the mainland. 

4. A large number of Norfolk resi¬ 
dents would prefer to pay local 
taxes, in support of a social bene¬ 
fit system suited to Norfolk. How¬ 
ever this is not a practical idea, 
for three reasons: 

’a) it would be an anomaly; 

(b) having two tax systems - 
one for Norfolk social benefits and 
one to support federal expenses 
such as defense, foreign affairs, 
the public service etc., would be 


erance and open-handedness that most 
of the rest of the world might envy. 

Sir John also, as we see it, never 
got below the surface of the Pitcairn 
heritage. He read the Island's history, 
he found vegetables left on his door¬ 
step, and he listened to many wit¬ 
nesses at the hearings. But the wit¬ 
nesses, hammered by cross-examina¬ 
tion, found they couldn't explain what 
they really meant. The Judge dissect¬ 
ed the evidence and found nothing. 

A right to live on Norfolk? A right 
to govern themselves as their ancestors 
did? "No legal foundation for them 
whatever, " writes Sir John. 

A right to a special way of life? 
Merely "desirable customs", says Sir 
John, adding that he feels "they add 
colour and character to the Island 
and should be preserved, " as if they 
were folk dances or wooden shoes. 

He proposes that "some section with¬ 
in the Norfolk Island Public Service 
be made responsible for the preserva¬ 
tion of the Island's traditions and cul¬ 
ture. M 

He was not impressed by the Isl¬ 
and's absence of any real gaol. 
''Substantial deficiencies in correc¬ 
tional facilities, " he says, he adds 
that Norfolk has a "marked reluct¬ 
ance" to accept "the attitudes to¬ 
ward crime and punishment of a 
larger and more diverse society, " 
although he notes later that there 
isn't any serious crime on Norfolk. 

He left Norfolk after seeing some¬ 
thing of the place, presumably re¬ 
lieved to be going back to greater 
amenities and social services, bet¬ 
ter correctional facilities, more so¬ 
phisticated attitudes toward crime 
and punishment. We are sorry to 
conclude that he largely missed 
the message of the Island. 


"an administrative nightmare"; 

(c) it would create an unsatis¬ 
factory precedent. 

5. Except for the idea that there 
should be at least some local self- 
government, the people of the Isl¬ 
and are "hopelessly divided". It 
would be exceedingly difficult for 
this "small faction-riddled and 
confined community" to work out 
acceptable policies on major 
matters. The Commonwealth 
Government must therefore lay 
down the policies on land develop¬ 
ment and ownership, social secur¬ 
ity, taxation, transport, tourism 
and other matters. 

6. Norfolk costs the Commonwealth 
Government $3 million or so a year, 
in return for which the "only gen¬ 
uine immediate value to Australia 
lies in its present weather research 
station". 

If Australia is to continue to ab¬ 
sorb such losses for the "susten¬ 
ance of Norfolk Island" it is for 9 
Australia to set down the terms 
on which it will do so. 

7. Sir John expects that if Aust¬ 
ralians on the mainland were ask¬ 
ed whether they approve of the 
Commonwealth spending on be¬ 
half of Norfolk, "the answer would 
be an emphatic negative", and a 
good case can be made for Aust¬ 
ralia's "physical abandonment of 
Norfolk Island.. with pr©vision be¬ 
ing made to offer to accept its in¬ 
habitants as mainland immigrants". 

8. The principle of "equal rights 
and obligations for all Australian 
citizens" and of one single taxa¬ 
tion system should be set aside to 
permit immigration restrictions on 
Norfolk, the continuation of a 
separate postal system here, and 
the charging of local import duties. 

9. Land on Norfolk should be able 
to be sold only to other residents, 
unless die seller renounces his resi¬ 
dency after the sale, and leaves 
die Island. 

10. A local Council should have 
the right to spend locally-raised 
funds, and should have executive 
responsibility for roads, electricity, 
lighterage, building standards, fire 
prevention, immigration and die 
usual range of Shire matters. At • 
the end of five years, Australia 
should consider whether this local 

(please turn to the next page) 
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AND THEIR AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND 



WISH TO THANK ALL ON NORFOLK WHOSE 
SUPPORT AND CO-OPERATION HAVE BEEN 

■m 

A TREMENDOUS AID TO US DURING 1976 


AND TO SEND ALL OF YOU OUR MOST SINCERE 


WISHES FOR A HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND FOR THE NEW 'YEAR 



































THE 15 MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS '(continued) 


body ought to have additional pow¬ 
ers. 

11. Norfolk residents should be able 
to vote, in the Canberra electorate, 
or the member of the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives who represents Canberra, 
and for the two Senators who repre¬ 
sent the Australian Capital Territ¬ 
ory; These men would then give 
Norfolk residents representation in 
the Australian Parliament. 

12. All past and future laws of the 
Commonwealth should apply on Nor¬ 
folk, unless a particular law specifi¬ 
cally mentions that Norfolk is not 
included in its provisions. 

13. Australia should enlarge the Nor¬ 
folk airport. Because the world is 
changing and the importance of the 
Norfolk airport could change rapidly, 
it should actually prove cheaper to 
expand the airport right now to a 
size that could handle Boeing 747s 
making international flights across 
die Pacific. 

14. The choices open to Australia, 
after consideration* are either to 
follow recommendations such as the 


ones above, or to abandon Norfolk 
Island. Two other choices are not 
acceptable, in the Royal Commis¬ 
sioner's view: 

(a) Independence would result in 
urther subjugation of the Pitcairn 
descendants, would "plunge the Isl¬ 
and into a major economic depres¬ 
sion*’ and would leave Norfolk "vul¬ 
nerable should its region ever be¬ 
come of strategic or economic im¬ 
portance". 

(b) A Norfolk government "in 
association with Australia", along 
the lines of the association between 
New Zealand and some of its former 
territories, would be "not free from 
problems" and would be "inappro¬ 
priate in the present context". 

15. A referendum on the Island on 
the question of independence (or, 
presumably, on other alternative 
forms of Norfolk government — 
editor's note) should not be held for 
at least five years, because "the 
last ten to fifteen years have been 
so upsetting a period for the Island" 
that it is doubtful whether the real 
issues could be appreciated. 


PUN TO ABANDON N.l. 
HAS NOT BEEN WORKED 
OUT IN 6REAT DETAIL 

AT THE OUTSET of his recommen¬ 
dations on Norfolk’s future. Sir John 
Nimmo says the Commonwealth 
should decide as soon as possible 
whether to "abandon Norfolk Island 
completely" or to carry on the "res¬ 
ponsibility of maintaining it as a vi¬ 
able community." 

The Report does not analyse very 
thoroughly what would be involved 
in abandoning the Island. 

Sir John does say that "If Australia 
were to relinquish responsibility for 
the Island, and no other nation 
shouldered it, there is no doubt a 
human problem of some significance 
would emerge. Without subsidisa¬ 
tion by Australia or some other na¬ 
tion, Norfolk's economy would col¬ 
lapse. Large numbers of its popu¬ 
lation would have to emigrate to.live 
at any reasonable standard and the 
remainder would revert to a relative¬ 
ly primitive subsistence type of sur¬ 
vival, Australia, or some other na¬ 
tion, could offer to accept the Nor¬ 
folk Islanders as immigrants.., " 

Later in the Report he adds one 
further bit of detail on the procedure 
to be followed in abandonment. If 
"the decision be made to follow 


Britain's example and abandon an 
obvious economic liability," he says, 
"then it would be wise for the Gov¬ 
ernment to plan immediately for a 
smooth phasing out of its control of 
the Island. In that event every 
assistance and opportunity should be 
given those residents of the Island 
who wish to migrate to the Austral¬ 
ian mainland to do so. 0 

In a separate part of die Report, 

Sir John conjures up a vision that 
might solve the whole problem, 
with a little co-operation from 
nature: "... if (the Island) sank in 
the Pacific following an earthquake, 
intending holiday makers would 
soon find an alternative, " be notes. 


RECQMMENDATIONS COULD 
BECOME LAW QUITE SOON 


THE ROYAL COMMISSION REPORT, 


not only long but in short supply on 
the Island, gave rise to some mis¬ 
understandings in the week after it 
was issued. 

One impression that spread quick¬ 


ly was that "it doesn't matter that 
much, because it wouldn't be put 
into effect for another five years." 

The reference to five years was 
probably related to Sir John Nimmo's 
comment that after live years of the 
proposed new state of affairs, "there 
is no reason why an extension of 


Also recommended 




No voting wards on the Island 

Commonwealth to pay Admin 
istrator's salary 
Norfolk able to attend South 
Pacific Conference and sin 
lar meetings "where practx 
cable". 


Commons to be fenced and 
grazed in rotation 
100 to 150 meter strip all around 
the Island to be put into 
Commonwealth reserves 
New Admin section to preserve 
Pitcairn culture 

Tourist limit of 20, 000 per year 
Historic buildings restoration to 
continue 

Headstone shut down; new gar¬ 
bage disposal system 
Government pine forests to be re¬ 
afforested 

Stricter town planning and build- 
ing controb 

Australian restrictions on drugs 
that can be imported 
Home for elderly should be built 
Link with NSW school system to 
continue, but with Common¬ 
wealth supervision of standards 
Population limit of 2, 000 
Qantas to be replaced by Aust¬ 
ralian airline 

Shipping monopoly from Australia 
Overseas phone call prices to be 
raised 

tiHt Pine 
with residences for Sergeant 
and one constable 
Court of Petty Session able to im¬ 
pose fines or sentence offen¬ 
ders to community service 
labour 

Commonwealth to retain law en¬ 
forcement responsibilities 
Legal aid to be made available 


those powers (that is, the Shire-type 
powers he suggests for die locally- 
elected Council -- Ed.) should not 
be considered." 

Possible action on Sir John's recoro 
mendations should fall within this 
timetable: 

-- Australia has ample powers to 
put any or all of the recommenda¬ 
tions into effect immediately. Some 
changes, such as the extension of 
mainland income:: tax to Norfolk, 
could probably be made without any 
Parliamentary consideration, and in 
the light of past actions, could quite 
possibly be made restros pec five ly to 
the date of the Report or earlier. 

-- However, in notifying the Isl- 
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and thit the Repoft bad been com* 
plated, ±c Minister for Admini¬ 
strative Services (Sen. Withers) said 
that the Department wished to have 
the comments of Council within two 
months, as it was contemplated that 
the report would be going into the 
Government's legislative machinery 
about this coming March. It would 
therefore seen extremely unlikely 
that any icuoqs arising from the Re¬ 
port would be introduced in Parlia¬ 
ment at least until Council has had 
a chance to comment. 


EARLY AOMIN SUPPORT, 

THOUGH TAKE-HOME PAY 
MAY BE OUT FOR SOME 


ADMINISTRATION STAFF at Kings¬ 
ton seemed, in the few days after 
die Nimmo Report became availabl 
on the Island, to feel its recoramen 


dations would be good for Norfolk — 
although no one could be certain, in 
late November, what the views of 
any group would finally prove to be. 

Sir John proposes that virtually all 
present Admin functions will trans¬ 
fer from Australian control to locally- 


elected control. This would take the 
118 or so Administration employees 
out of the Australian Public Service 
system and put them under the con¬ 
trol of a Council or "Assembly" elect¬ 
ed by their neighbours. 

The days of having the security of 
the Australian P. S. would be over. 

The money to pay Admin costs would 
no longer come from Canberra budget 
approvals, but from what could be 
raised on the Island through customs, 
the Post Office, Bond Store and other 
money-earners. 

Admin salaries would amost certain¬ 
ly be raised from about 927 of Aust¬ 
ralian rates for equivalent P. $.. rates 
to a full 1007 . 

But income tax deductions would 
reduce many Kingston, Airport and 
Works Depot workers to less cash pay 
than they take home now* 

Accurate sums will have to be work¬ 
ed out by trained tax accountants, 
but an amateur set of calculations 
worked out for The News seems to in¬ 
dicate that — 

An Admin employee now earning 
$138 per week, married and with two 
children under 16, will (assuming he 
is raised from 927c of / ustralian rates 
to 10070 receive almost exactly the 


same take-home pay as he gets now. 
Anyone earning above $138 p.w, now-- 
with a wife and two children—will 

♦ w m * 9 % 

take home less, after a rise and in¬ 
come tax deductions, than he does 
now. 

If he is earning much more - - say 
$200 p.w, or more, as Department 
Heads and others are -- the cut in 
cash-in-the-envelope pay will be sub¬ 
stantial. 

Those rough calculations are for a 
man whose wife isn’t working. If she 
does, the break-even level drops sharp¬ 
ly; anyone now on $106 p.w, or more 
will lose out, on weekly take-home pay 
under the proposed new deal -- still 
assuming Norfolk P. S. rates are immed ¬ 
iately moved up to 1007 of Australian 
P.S, rates for the same grade. 

The same would apply, of course, 
to women working at the Admin, if 
their husbands are also employed. 

While husband’s and wife's earnings 
can now both be put into the weekly 
family budget for spending, there 
would be a tax bite of $10-&£0 a week 
taken out under the Nimmo plan -- 
much more if both husband and wife 
are on good salary rates and painfully 
more if there are no children as de¬ 
ductions. 



! 


AT 12.30 ON WEDNESDAYS AND SUNDAYS 

ONE OF NORFOLK’S HAPPIEST EVENTS GETS UNDERWAY... 


Luncheon 


in the 


Garrison Courtyard 


UNDER THE SPREADING AVOCADO TREE 


COME JOIN US UNDER THE COLOURFUL CINZANO UMBRELLAS 
AND ENJOY A THICK PRIME AGED NEW ZEALAND STEAK, 
GRILLED OVER AN OPEN-AIR CHARCOAL FIRE -- HEAVEN! 


Vt bowl* of crisp tossed salad...hot. 


crusty French bread & butter 


RAIN 
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V 

V 

v 

N 
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V 
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Children’s portions available 



The . 

arrison 


NORFOLK'S INTERNATIONALLY FAMOUS PROVINCIAL RESTAURANT 


IN the EVENING: distinguished a la carte menuThurs. Fri. and Sat.; please book-2073 
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WIDE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TWO LAWYERS: 


CEDRIC HAHPSON Q.C., SENIOR COUNSEL AT THE 
HEARINGS, SAW THE WHOLE THING QUITE DIFFERENTLY 


SIR JOHN NIMMO’S plan for Nor¬ 
folk's future is radically different 
from the conclusions reached by 
Cedric Hampson Q, C, , the coun¬ 
sel who assisted the Royal Commis¬ 
sion by drawing out evidence during 
the hearings. 

Here is a highlight summary of 
what Mr. Hampson thought the evi¬ 
dence showed on six points. 

B 

“Australianisms" Norfolk 

Mr. Hampson: "... if the major r 
ity of Norfolk Islanders want to be 
left alone as much as possible, 
there is no good reason why Aust¬ 
ralia should not leave them alone 
as much as possible. " 


discloses a historical right of the 
Pitcairners to live on Norfolk Isl¬ 
and" — and the right to exclude 
others from living on Norfolk is 
"a necessary correlative of the 
historical right to li ve on Norfolk 


Social Benefits 

Mr. Hampson: "Is there suffi¬ 
cient reason to change the system 
which seems to have worked well 
enough and to have had their sup¬ 
port for many years past? Is the 
best solution not to maintain the 
existing system and to effect iJ 
provements within it rather than to 
replace it with a new system?" 


Historical rights 

Mr. Hampson: "... the evidence 


♦ « m 

Level of local executive powers 

Mr. Hampson: . . there is no 


reason to believe that in time the 
Norfolk Island Council would be un¬ 
able to exercise all die legislative 
powers which are presently exer¬ 
cised in respect of any geographic - 
part of a State of Australia by the 
local authority for that part and by 
the Parliament of that State. ** 

B 

Town planning authority 

Mr. Hampson: “The Norfolk Isl¬ 
and Council immediately should be 
given the powers similar to those 
given to the local authority for a 
small town in Australia, that is to 
say matters of licensing, town plan¬ 
ning, roadworks and so on. “ 


Australian laws to apply 

Kir. Hampson: “ 77 . such laws of 

the Commonwealth Parliament as 
are intended to apply to Norfolk 111 
and. The type of law which we 
have in mind is... currency, bank¬ 
ing, marriage, divorce and matri- 
mooial causes, bankruptcy, air and 
sea navigation, foreign affairs and 
so on,.. * 



PUBLIC RELATIONS WORK by 
the Commonwealth Govern¬ 
ment to promote support on 
the mainland for Sir John Nim- 
mo's recommendations began 
promptly after the tabling of 
his report. 

The editorial reprinted to the 
right appeared in the Sydney 
Morning Herald during the 
week of November 21st. 

It can confidently be assum¬ 
ed that the Herald writer re¬ 
sponsible had not devoted the 
days necessary to gain even a 
limited understanding of the 
Nimrao Report, and that the 
opinions that the Report is "em- 
minently sensible" and that 
,f the Government should act 
on it as soon as possible" are 
obviously opinions the Herald 
accepted from outside. 

The "News" is sure the Herald 
acted in good faith and that it 
was assured the Nimmo plan is 
good for Norfolk. We regret 
that the Herald has lent its 
powerful voice without forming - 
its own views on a matter that 
will deeply affect the Island. 

“News” 
Editorial 
-page 40 


Campaign starts on mainland to promote quick 
acceptance of Royal Commission recommendations 


N or folk 


Island 


(editorial reprinted from the 
Sydney Morning F srald) 


PREOCCUPIED as it may be with larger 
national issues, the Federal Government 

V ™ 

would be. foolish . to pigeon-hole the 
report by Mr Justice Nimmo on the 
constitutional future of Norfolk Island. 
For too long this green speck far out in 
the Pacific has been allowed to drift along 
With its status as. a'- Commonwealth 
territory uncleariy defined. Now Mr 
Justice Nimmo, after an 18-month 
inquiry as a Royal Commissioner, has 
home out with an eminently sensible find¬ 
ing. The Government, be says, must 
make an early decision whether to 
abandon Norfolk Island completely or 
^continue to accept responsibility for 
maintaining it as a viable community.” 

' The - former course would be totally 
unrealistic, despite emotional calls by 
militant factions among the islanders for 
a referendum to decide whether Norfolk 
Island should become an independent 
republic. The truth is that apart from an 
inflow of tourists the island has 
scant else to sustain itself economic? 
illy. To- go it alone would be 
Suicidal for such at small community. The 
Alternative, the total integration of 
Korfolk Island into Australia, with its 
Residents enjoying the rights — and 
responsibilities — of all other Aus- 



* 

tralians, is the correct recommendation. 
This would mean islanders voting in 
Federal elections, and receiving all wel¬ 
fare and health benefits the Federal 
Government now dispenses. It would also 
mean that the residents there would be 
subject to the same taxation imposed on 
other Australians — and,' importantly, a 
closing off of the last of the loopholes by 
which mainlanders, by registering com¬ 
panies on the island, have evaded pay¬ 
ment of millions of dollars in death, 
stamp and gift duties. 

In his report Mr Justice Nimmo shows 

he is not unsympathetic to the- aspirations 
of most Norfolk Islanders or the complex 
social structure and delicate ecology of 
this island in die sun. $Ie suggests die 
island’s presefit Advisory Council be 
replaced by a semi-autonomous Territory 
Assembly with powers to raise revenue 
for local purposes and to regulate immi¬ 
gration. The judge also recommends an 
upper limit of 20,000 visitors to the 
island a year, so as not to disrupt its 
leisurely ways of life or intrude too much 
on its original residents, descendants of 
Bounty mutineers resettled from Pitcairn 
Island. The Nimmo Report is a sound 
document, and the Government should 
act on it quickly as possible. 
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.. JB1SM WOULD BE ADVERSELY 


affected by the Royal Commission 
recommendations - - at least for 
some considerable time. 

In the long run of years, Norfolk's 
tranquility and simplicity would 
probably once again attract a con¬ 
siderable tourist trade, especially 
a> the world’s population explo¬ 
sion makes tranquility and simpli¬ 
city harder to find. 

But the immediate effects would 
make Norfolk a more expensive holi¬ 
day for Australians and New Zealan¬ 
ders considering ahfcre to travel. 

Sir John Nimmo says in his report 
that "it behoves policy makers and 
administrator alike to do nothing 
which may place the tourist indus¬ 
try in jeopardy or even cause its 
downturn." 


If tourism should turn down, be 
says, "The Island would be unable 


:o pay for its imported necessities 
and a large part of its essential ser¬ 


vices. 

But his recommendations mean 
diat Norfolk's tourist industry would 
be worse off. competitively. 

The problem would be added 
costs. 


These costs would include salary 
rises -- assuming that employees 
would expect to get increases to 
cover their newly-added income tax 


withholdings from weekly pay. 

They would also include the cost 
of workers compensation payments, 
and the expense of additional accoi 
ing work; tax records and returns ar< 
an additional load on the accountin 
staff of a business now concerned or 
with keeping track of income and o 



Second round of cost 
Increases soon after 


Anc not too long after the Nimmo 

recommendations went into effect, 

there would be a second ro^nd of cost 
increases. 

As each Island business raised its 
prices a bit to cover new salary and 
other costs, its customers would find 
*ieir monthly bilb were higher. 

Except far businesses that are now 
so profitable that extra costs can be * 
absorbed out of excessive profits, 
cost increases would need to be band¬ 
ed on to customers, in the form of 

price rises. 

To start with an obvious example, 
lighterage rates would go up. 

Assuming lighterage workers expect 


"Oo nothing to place tourism In jeopardy," says 
Sir John — and then places-tourism In jeopardy 


to take home no less cash for their 
efforts than they're getting now 
which seems only a reasonable assump¬ 
tion -- the Admin would have to 
charge more for lighterage to cover 
its higher.expenses. 


The same thing could happen at 
the power station, but a problem 
would occur there. Commonwealth 
employees (who maintain the sta¬ 
tion) are on 100$ of Australian pay 
rates now, but pay no tax. Whe¬ 
ther they would be willing to accept 
105 !: or so less in their pay packets, 
after income tax withholding was 
taken out, is uncertain. It may be 
that they'd just have to accept the 
cut in take-home pay. 

It would take an economic ex¬ 
pert to say exactly how such cost 
increases would affect the price of 
tourist accommodation on Norfolk, 
but Tourist Board President Phil Page 
guesses, without studying the ques¬ 
tion, that the cost of a room for a 
night would probably have to go up 
about 30$. 


Mainland travel agents charge 
at least 15$ commission ( in some 
cases, where agents are pressuring 
for more money, it has become 20$) 
and that commission would lift the 
tourist's accommodation cost-increase 
by another 5£$, making a total rise 
of around 35$. 

Would a 35$ rise in accommoda¬ 
tion costs have any effect on the 
number of people deciding to visit 
Norfolk for a holiday? 

There’s no way of being sure with- 


out trying it, but common sense 
says it would make many people 
think again about where they would 
spend their holidays. 

Meanwhile Norfolk's ”dut ; -free" 
shops would have been going through 
a similar cost-increase experience. 

Perhaps they're all so profitable 
that higher wages and other costs 
can be absorbed, on the grounds that 
"we had a good run for a while, now 
we have to accept less profit. ** 

But the impression of the News 


staff is that few shops if any are mak¬ 
ing that much profit. 

If "duty-free” shops in Burnt Pine 
are, on the whole, making only a 
reasonable return on their owners' 
investment, cost increases would 
have to be passed on in the form of 
higher prices. 

"Duty-free" prices on Norfolk are 
often attractive bargains now. Sir 
John Nimmo says that Burnt Pine 
shopping ’is an important compon¬ 


ent of the entire tourist industry”. 

But in many lines the edge over 
Sydney prices for the same item is 
getting thinner and thinner. 

It would take an economic expert 
to say how much a 5$ or 10$ in¬ 
crease would reduce the 'bargain" 
atmostphere of Burnt Pine. It cer¬ 
tainly wouldn't be helped, and it 

might be hurt enough to matter. 

Should Norfolk worry about whe¬ 
ther tourists have good value in 
accommodation and in "duty-free” 
buying in Burnt Pine? Does it 
really matter to the Island's true 
interests? 


"basis of Norfolk's 
economy Is fragile 
very vulnerable" 

Sir John Nimmo says it matters 
greatly. In his words "Norfolk's 
economy would be adversely affect¬ 
ed in consequence. Such a rever¬ 
sal could, moreover, occur with 
startling rapidity. At the risk of 
repetition it cannot be over¬ 
emphasised that the very basis of 
Norfolk's present economy is some¬ 
what fragile and very vulnerable 
to forces which may tend to repel 
tourist spending." 

He adds later that attention should 
be drawn, in "trying to assess the vi¬ 
tal importance of tourism to the pre¬ 
sent economy of Norfolk Island is the 
correlation between growth of tour¬ 
ist numbers and the increase in pub¬ 
lic revenue." 

The Royal Commission report es¬ 
timates that about $1, 000, 000 a year 
can be taken out of Norfolk through 
the installation of mainland-level 
income taxes. 

The report does not estimate the 
additional sum involved in workers 
compensation costs or in added 
accounting work to keep the necess¬ 
ary records. 

Norfolk competes for tourists 
against other destinations such as New 
Caledonia, New Zealand, Fiji, Singa 
pore and Honolulu, and with attrac¬ 
tive "package tours" being offered to 
such places the competition has been 
increasing. 

The Royal Commission proposals 
would unquestionably worsen the Isl¬ 
and's ability to compete. 

",, .income tax affects not only 
final profits, but of course costs, and 
hence competitiveness... " Sir John 
acknowledges. 
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COUNCILLORS CALL 


FOR EARLY PUBLIC VIEWS: 400 

4 -.*♦ M m *' m ® * 1 | * 

'll V . I r # # • / 


A PUBLIC MEETING called by the 
members oi Council on November 
23 at Rawson Hall heard about 20 
residents express their early reac¬ 
tions to the Royal Commission re¬ 
port and its recommendations. 

People who wanted to express their 
views at the meeting had been asked 
to place their names on a list, and 
were called on to speak in the order 
their names had been written down. 
Here are highlights. 

GRAHAM HITCHENS, president of 
the Citizens Association, said "On 
behalf of the Citizens Association I 
wish to say that we feel the Council 
is the body to lead the Island on this 
matter, and would like to support 
you in every respect." 

The recommendations of the re¬ 
port, Mr. Hitchens said, "could 
cause our tourist trade to fail, as 
so many others have done in the 
past." 

"Norfolk Island does not need to 
accept the Royal Commission Report, w 
Mr. Hitchens said. 

□ 

NEIL HALLEY McINTYRE said that 


he did not feel it would serve any pur¬ 
pose to dwell on grievances -- griev¬ 
ances because the Commission Report 
dwells on the bad Administration Nor¬ 
folk has had in the past. 

"Having said that," Mr. McIntyre 
continued, "he proceeds to astronomi¬ 
cal figures" about what the Island costs 
Australia, which Sir John Nimmo 
accepted without question. 

Sir John seemed to Mr. McIntyre to 
have "somehow suffered a change" 
in the course of the Royal Commission. 

At the outset he had said he was not 

■ 

concerned with what the law then was 
concerning Norfolk Island, but what 
it should be in the future. The Ber¬ 
wick case had altered that thinking, 
Mr, McIntyre felt. 


□ 

DANNY LUSK said that he fully 
supported the idea that the commun¬ 
ity should support the Council in 
dealing with the report. 

He said he much regretted that the 
question of taxation had been raised. 

He related a story of having been talk¬ 
ing years ago with Bill Blucher's grand¬ 
father, who had told him that the isl¬ 
and must never let income tax come 
to Norfolk, as it would be the finish 
of the Island's way of life. 

He felt that taxes and death duties 
were the most important matters in 
the report that should be considered 
at this stage. 


BILL U1 jERWOOD said he thought 
there was "one small legal point that 
Sir John slipped up on. " This was the 
recommendation that property be able 
to be sold to non-residents only if die 
sale would result in no more people 
coming into the Island than would be 
leaving. 

Wives often outlive their husbands, 
he said, and if a widow should wish 
to sell her property, it ought to be 

considered that her husband had "al- 

* 

ready departed, " and the property 
should be able to be sold to an in¬ 
coming couple. 

O 

PETER MIDDLETON said be felt 
the report was well researched, and 
that it set out its views with clarity 
and logic. 

He feltMhe premise of the report 
was that the Berwick decision settled 
most major matters for the Island. 

"The Berwick decision may be 
challengeable, " said Mr. Middleton, 
"but personally I'm a bit sceptical 
about that." 

He felt that if the decision was not 
challenged, the Island was faced 
with he alternatives of independence 
or of limited self-government with 
a Referendum at the end of five years. 

Mr. Middleton said he objected to 
a number of the report's recommenda¬ 
tions, including income tax, social 
services, incorporation of Norfolk 
in the Canberra electorate and the 
denial of the Assembly's right to 
raise loans. 

□ 


CAROL ADAMS said she felt the 
meeting was "rather superfluous and 
rather stupid.. .rather ridiculous" be¬ 
cause only 200 copies of the report 
had been sent to the Island and few 
people had read it. She felt she was 
one of the few who had, and that the 
meeting really should be held at 
least three or four weeks after the 
report reached the island. 

Mrs. Adams said she was "fully in 
agreement with Sir John Nimmo's 
report" and that if it were imple¬ 
mented in full, within five or six 

<4 

years the Island would have "level¬ 
ed itself out for the benefit of every¬ 
body. " 

She concluded by saying she thought 
everyone should support the report's 
recommendations "because Sir John 
has put a lot of work into it, and he 
is a just and earnest man, and his 
report is very just. " 



ATTEND MASS MEETING 


GILBERT JACKSON said that "99# 
of the evidence" given to the Royal 
Commission had failed so convince 
that the evidence was ngfit. 

He mentioned that the report had 
been called "electrifying" in the 
local weekly paper, "but it wasn't 
electrifying to die elderly people, 
if they're living on a meagre $15 
a week." 

He said the most important thing 
about the report was the benefits 
that would flow from it, saying that 
"there's $82, 000 dial's being missed 
out to mothers per week. " 

He mentioned Sir John's reference 
to divisiveness on Norfolk, paying 
"the divisiveness is between the 
wealthy and the poor of this Island." 

Mr. Jackson said he was sure the 
Island did not need to worry about 
a tax on land; in Australia and New 
Zealand this kind of tax is handled 
only by local Shires and Councils. 

As to the imposition of death du¬ 
ties on Norfolk, he said, "anyone 
who passes away with $90, 000 de¬ 
serves to lose some of it." 


□ 

BRIAN NUNN raised four topics. 

First he asked what the report 
meant by "representation". "Do 
they think that putting 900 people 
into an electorate of 80, 000 people 
gives them representation? 

"The implications are haid, " he 
said, "and the benefits minimal." 

Next he accepted fully that what 
benefits the Island wanted it should 
pay for, and that tax was a very 
fair means of doing this. 

But he felt Sir John had been mis¬ 
taken in saying that most residents 

were willing to pay "Australian tax¬ 
es, or preferably local taxes. " Mr. 
Nunn said he thought everyone was 
willing to pay taxes, but only if they" 
were paid to Norfolk Island. 

1 think Sir John thought we were 
looking for anarchy, " be said, "but 
we are looking for democracy." 

Mr. Nunn's last point was that he 
thought the electors of the Island 
should support the men they'd elect¬ 
ed. * J r ' 

□ 


RAY NOBBS said he found the re¬ 
port "able and convincing", and that 
he considered many of its recommenda¬ 
tions good. 

"Others, I totally disagree with, 
and believe they would change our 
way of life, " he added. 

He was not convinced that these 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / December 1976 


11 













Itcommeadauoai were accessary, 
iod believed that if people on the Isl¬ 
and tilt alike, they ought to try to 
convince the Cocmdonwealth Gov¬ 
ernment that their rights need not be 
taken away. 

He believed life on Norfolk was 
Qever meaat to be easy, but £ con- 
unuaj challenge, and said he thought 
those favouring a welfare state should 
coQSider wbere it was likely to lead 
them, 

□ 


GEORGE PLANT observed that there 
had been many comments about 
people's readiness to support the 
Counci L 

' This presumes that Council has 
made up its rriad, " he said, adding 
that the Council bad not been elect¬ 
ed on their being for or against the 
Nimmo Report. 

People could only support Coun¬ 
cil, or otherwise, after knowing what 
Council was proposing, he said. 

He congratulated Carol Adams 
and Gilbert Jackson for t*heir com¬ 
ments, and said he thought there 
w as a lot of good in the report. 

□ 


ELVA YAGER said she would like 
the Council and the Island's people 
people who love Norfolk --.to give 
the report serious thought, and stud 


it. 

She thought that if the report’s 
recommendation for taxes was accept¬ 
ed, "so much of our way of living 
will be taken away from us," 

The report was "the greatest de¬ 
cision any Norfolk Islander will make 

in his life, " she said. • 

_ % 

She asked how many people had 
seen how old people lived in Sydney. 
They received pensions, she saidL 
"but first they have to pay for the 
roof over their heads, and there is 
not much left after that. M 

"Old people here have love shower¬ 
ed on them," she said. 

□ 


MERA MARTIN saiu chat a lot c 
people remain silent in such disci 
sions, and wondered how Council 
would know their views. 

" Nothing has been said about 
Racial Discrimination Act, " she 
said, but many were concerned 
about it. 

"Is there some way the silent 
majority can be given a say?” she 
asked. 

□ 


VAL NO BBS said she was one of 
the silent ones. 

She thought it was encouraging 
that so many had attended the meet¬ 
ing, because it revealed that they 


were interested in the Island. 

"I believe we should read the re¬ 
port and ask for Divine guidance, ” 
she said, "fox the welfare of the 
Island, not for ourselves. " 

□ 

BERYL PALMER, said the report 
recommended that "constant care 
be exercised" to keep duties low 
and protect low-duty shopping. 

But she asked how, if there were 
taxes to be paid, prices could be 

kept.low, "for tourism, which is our 
livelihood." 

M- 

□ : 

STEVE NOBBS said he had not read 
all the report, but that he could see 
parts that were good and parts he 
felt were bad. 

He felt it was bad that the Com¬ 
monwealth would have all powers ex¬ 
cept for a few, particularly includ¬ 
ing- power over all landl 

’This is our birthright, " he said. 

He said, T don't mind taxation, 
provided the taxation stops here. ” 

□ 

DAN YAGER was the night's final 
speaker, earning heavy applause with 
a speech the full text of which was 
Norfolk Island has existed very well 
since 1856, and I can see no cause 
for change now." 



ELVA’S’ 

Valley View 

RESTAURANT 

ISLAND- OW NED 


Our specialty Is plenty of good Island food 
at a price suited to the family on a budget! 



New Cascade Rd. - Phone 2185 
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OUNCIL 



NSCRIPT 


FOR NORFOLK-WATCHERS 
WHO LIKE KNOWING WHAT 
COUNCILLORS REALLY SAID 
AND WHERE THEY STAND 


A T A SPECIAL meeting Novem¬ 
ber 25, Council began consid¬ 
ering the Royal Commission Re¬ 
port on Norfolk’s future. 

They had heard some mem¬ 
bers of the public speak two 
nights previously, at a large 
meeting. But the Report was too 
complicated to digest quickly, 
and only Cr. McIntyre was pre¬ 
pared to give a general opinion 
of what the Report may mean 
for the Island. 

But all Councillors had a say. 
3LUCHER: "COUNCIL’S COM- 

be "DIreCt 



MINISTER. 


INTER-DEPARTMENTAL 

OFFICERS...” 

Cr. Blucher started ott, pro- 
posing a motion (which was ap¬ 
proved) including the following 
points: 

15 , . . that the Minister, Snr. 
R.G. Withers, be advised that it be 
Council's intent to submit its recom¬ 
mendations based on Sir John Nirnmo's 


report direct to him as Minister for 
the Territory of Norfolk Island; that 
the Minister also be advised that al¬ 
though Council’s role, according to 
the Norfolk Island Act, be that of an 
advisory nature nonetheless respect¬ 
fully reminds the Minister that by a 
democratic procedure under the Nor¬ 
folk Island Council Ordinance 1960-72 
councillors are elected to represent 
the voice of the people of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and and therefore Council’s communi¬ 
cations in these circumstances will be 
direct to the Minister, for the Mini¬ 
ster's full consideration and not that 
of Inter-Departmental officers. 

Council regard it as imperative 
and proper that discussions and deliber¬ 
ations on the Royal Commission Report 
Into Norfolk Island for recommendation 
to the Australian Government by a De¬ 
partmental Committee be held toge¬ 
ther with the Norfolk Island Council at 
first hand, prior to any final decisions. 

"Council is of the firm opinion that 
it is better equipped to make any fi¬ 
nal deliberations with relation to the 
welfare of Norfolk Island and its 


people than anyone who has not lived 


on the island and, in particular, indi¬ 
viduals who perhaps have not even visit 
ed Norfolk island, irrespective of what 
level of Government they may be at. 

"Council trusts that the Minister 
accepts the foregoing in the spirit in 
which it is. intended. ** 

SNELL: "I CAN ONLY DO 
WHAT THE PEOPLE ADVISE 
ME AND RECOMMEND THAT 
IDO..." 


M 


Cr. Snell: "Obviously, Mr. Chair¬ 
man, my comments on die Nimmo 
Report are those that f.ow from the 
people. My personal views on the 
document are of such that I prefer to 
keep them to myself rot the time be¬ 
ing. There have been a lot of views 
expressed and some of them have 
been either right or wrong but I'm 
not going to be the judge of them. I 
shall wait until 1 can collate as much 
information regarding die views of 

the people as 1 can before 1 make a 

decision on it. All I can do is agree 
with you that the recommendation on 
page 342 that for at least five yean 
die status of Norfolk Island and its coo- 



SOFT LIGHTS 
AND PLEASANT 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE 
ENJOYABLE 
ATMOSPHERE 
OF THE BOUNTY 
LODGE TAVERN, 
NORFOLK’S 
LEADING 
LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 



. A LA CARTE- 

MENU -- AND 
ENJOY OUR 

ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 

TABLE. 

YOUR EVENING 
"ABOARD THE 
BOUNTY" WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND 
MEMORABLE. 


m 
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OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM TPM. TELEPHONE 2 019 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / December 1976 


13 
































iutuuoiif 1 ceUaoostup with Australia 
remain that of a territory of the Com- 
nioaweaith ot Australia is probably 
r _he moit pertinent at this stage. 

On reading through the document 
it appears that there ii some difference 
of opinion with the evidence put for- 
ward and the conclusion arrived at 
by the Judge. 

These will probably need some 
clarification. 

T have no personal axe to grind 
regarding any item/proposal/evidence/ 
recommendation in this Commission, 
and therefore 1 can only state that I 
can only do what the people advise 
me and recommend that I do. Mr. 
Chairman." 


SMITH: *1 WILL SUPPORT THE 
UNANIMOUS DECiSldN~&F 
NORFOLK ISLAND RESIDENTS" 


Cr. Smith: "Well, Mr. Chairman, 
I've studied this report very carefully 
and at this stage 1 have made up my 
mind what my feelings are on this 
report, but I don’t intend to give 
that information until our Wednes¬ 
day meeting. 

"However, I have spoken to a lot 
of people and I still have a lot more 
people to get around to to seek out 
their feelings - and I think I've got 
the general feeling - and by the time 
of our meeting on Wednesday, 1st 


December, l will have a clearer 
picture of the people's requirements. 

"As elected representative of the 
people, I've always stated that 1 
will support the wishes of the people 
but in this case, Mr. Chairman, I 
will support the unanimous decision 
of Norfolk Island residents, not part 
of; and in that case if it’s not unan¬ 
imous then l will divulge my own 
personal view on this report.. # 

McINTYRE: "THE DECISION 



WHEN IT*CAME Cr. McIntyre's 
turn, he asked leave to speak at 
length. He then delivered a 30- 
minute paper that swept through 
many aspects of the Nimmo Re¬ 
port in close detail. We're sorry 
that space limitations allow us 
to reprint only the following bits 
of it, which don't do the paper 
justice at all. 

"On page 81 he says of Norfolk 
Island and Australia: 

"' This could lead to inequitable 
treatment to parties within the one 
nation. 

"On page 349 he says: 

" * It is wholly anomalous that any 
Australian citizen should not possess 
a vote with respect to his national 


parliament.' 

"Now these last quotes are, with 
respect, quite inconsistent to what I 
first quoted showing huge scope 
offered to Norfolk Island by the Ber¬ 
wick case, and, because the Ber¬ 
wick is a case about all external 
territories and not just Norfolk Isl¬ 
and, it is equally inconsistent to find 
him saying at page 176 that the con¬ 
clusions he draws from Berwick about 
Norfolk Island do not apply to Cocos 
and Christmas. 

There has to be a choice -- either 

r . / i i * > 

the logic reaches all external terri¬ 
tories or it reaches none. 

"In his main proposition, he says 
that because of die Berwick case, 
prima facie Norfolk Island is the 
same thing as Australia. 

This means an end to our separ¬ 
ate duties of customs, to our separ¬ 
ate post office and stamps and cer¬ 
tainly to our immigration. 

"You cannot adopt Sir John's argu¬ 
ment in this sense and then keep Aust¬ 
ralians out of what he thinks is part of 
Australia. 

"He himself however does not see 
that inconsistency and recommends 
the retention of immigration on page 
272. 

"Finally, on a matter of law, the 
Acts Interpretation Act makes it clear 
that the word "Australia" or "Com- 






FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 

CASUAL GUEST POLICY 



/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island’s leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be served at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may 
sit in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room over¬ 
looking the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes on inexpensive 
dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a beautiful array of 
hot and cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment: MONDAY 
a srnor gaslbord and dance to "Lantana"; TUESDAY H ou si e ; 
WEDNESDAY Sin ga long with Sharon; THURSDAY Sou th Pacific 
Island Dinner and dance to "Toofey"; FRIDAY " Disco 
Night"; SATURDAY a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak 
for only $5.75; SUNDAY dinner and a film. 

i 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents and 
present the best in imported and local foods, artfully 

prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 
bright c erise - co loured uniforms. 

Two requests, p.lease — make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 7,30pm 

COK E AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in 
your visit ... you'll want to return. 
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► what’s on 
►where to find it 

► best shopping 
►Norfolk calendar 

►tides-sun-moon 







and the NORFOLK 
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ROUDS 

(Norfolk Island) Limited 


EXTEND TO ALL ON NORFOLK ISLAND, INCLUDING 
OUR MANY VISITORS AT THIS TIME OF YEAR, 

■ 

BEST WISHES FOR A PEACEFUL, HAPPY CHRISTMAS 

AND A SATISFYING LIFE IN THE COMING YEAR 


% X 


* . 


* * 


t 


f A _ 

\>1 f 


ROUDS 


ARE PLEASED TO PRESENT FOR YOUR 
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR SHOPPING 


Royal Qoulton figurines 

i* 

Lladro and Dresden figurines 

V 

m 

Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 

_• 

The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 
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ROUDS 
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DIAMOND • RUBY*SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING ' 

AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 



ROUDS 


SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 



SHOP AT 

ROUDS 

















PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as; - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men. 

women and children 
BLOUSES and cottpn dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenils 


Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 
Directly opposite Nimpex. 
Phone 2181 



METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
11am and 7.30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Pastor Eric Drbnfield. 


Hours 

POST OFFICE: Open from 8. 00am 
to 11.30am and again from 12.15 
to 4.00pm Monday through Thurs¬ 
day; on Friday. 9.00am to 12.30 
_and from 1.15 to 5. 00pm 
Mail closing times vary with air¬ 
craft departure times. 

TELEPHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am-6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4.68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Fri; 9am-2* 30pm Sat; 9am -2pm Sun* 
Charge 50 a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE ; (at Kingston) 10am- 

12. 00 and l-4pm Mon-Fri. A bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (atN.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also atN.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily, 

BANKS; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10. 30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St, Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7.30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev, Colin 
Berriman. 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 

” y 10-1; Friday 1 -4. 

STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island SI 
several doors East. For back Issues 
N.I. stamps, see Amy Baihie at De 
Chesne’s store across from the Milk 
ADMINISTRATION ; Offices open 

ib-12 and 12.45-4. 00 Mon-Fri. 
SHOPPING HOU RS IN BURNT PINE 

generally 9am-]__ 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 
A tair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not alL 

AFTER-HOURS SH OPPING ; The Milk 

on-Sat and 9 am- 


ir 7.30am-9pm 

7pm Sun; Bums Philp (Middlegate store 
8.30am-8«3Qpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 

Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

QANTAS - AIR NZ ; Burnt Pine Office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine, is open 

Mon-Fri, 8.30am-1. 30pm Sat, 9-12 

Sun . Nights and Sunday afternoons 

you're out of luck. 


SEVENTH-DAY A DVENTIST 
Sabbath school 9. 



service 

at 11.15am, Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 

CATHOLIC 

m 

Masses Sunday at 8am and 9.30am, 
and daily at 5.30pm. Fr. Des Scanlon, 


elegant norfolk island handcrafts 


NORFOLK ISLAND P AI NT IN GS. . . W EA VINGS. .. LO VE LY IMPORTED 
VENETIAN GLASS...AND OTHER BEAUTIFUL THINGS TO HELP 
YOU RECALL YOUR ISLAND HOLIDAY WITH ADDED PLEASURE 


FIRST SHOPS ON YOUR RIGHT APPROACHING BURNT PINE FROM THE SOUTHEAST 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


I 




/ 


9 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the Island. Enioy them during the day — you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


AIRPORT TERMINAL and 
SHOPPING CENTRE. Post 


DUNCOMBE BA Y 


r 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 
A CEMETERY •• touching inscriptions on old taeadoones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatiette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C:— International phone calls, telegrams 

(^HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 
^ NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 


ANSON BAY 


IMT. BATES 


MT. PITT,** 318M 
* 316 M. 


Hi 



\ 

X % 




1 \ 0 
' V c 

T * 




CASCADE PIER 


CASCADE 


STEELS POINT 


Dougl» s Dt 


BURNT PI 


HEADSTONE 


ROCKY POINT 


AIRPOR 




PIER 


OE_ > ¥ O 

Ave. MprfLEGA 

tQ K* / 


Quality Row 


BA LL BAY 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT ROSS 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday ainl-cart 

^ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THF FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


OPEN 7 DAYS - 7.30 aa 



9 po 


Sundays, when we get Lazy and are open 
m 9 am to 7 pifc — sorry about that....) 



^ m , * * *• . 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we cany freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread,* .eggs. • .teas 
and coffees..,a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and *heat-n-serve* items 
iM joft drinks,.. biscuits, crackers and savouries* •. ice cream. • • imported cheeses. • • lollipops, •. magazines.«. 
cigarettes... wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery... greet tog cars...bug sprays... toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.• • novelties.• .mainland newspapers.• • tinopeners..• candles. • • first aid requirements..• olives, pickles, nuts 
diments... picnic supplies. • • games.. • artists* requisites.. • gourmet foods.• • sliced luncheon meats. • .fresh fruits 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten, every Jay of the week, eerly & late 
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One of the finest manual turntables ever made 
Sansui’s SR-717 



Sansui has engineered this direct-drive 
transcription turntable with particular 
attention to three key qualities: precision, 
stability and durability. When it comes to 
performance, vibrations.you can’t hear 
can. indeed, be extremely harmful to 
faithful reproduction of musical timbre 
and nuances. The Sansui SR-717 protects 
you from all motor vibration by driving 
the high-inertia platter directly with a DC 


servomotor with its °vvn solid-state elec¬ 
tronic control system. The S-shaped 
tonearm with friction-free Sansui support 
reduces all tracing distortion. And the no¬ 
howl cabinet does away with resonance. 
Sansui uses superhardened steel alloy 
and other advanced materials throughout 
to ensure impressive performance over 
long use. When you listen to a record on 
the Sansui SR-717, all you will hear is 
what is on the record, not under it. 
















SU N 


MON 


T UE 



HISTORIC ANNI 


Dec. 2, 1858 1 6 Pitcairners leave 
Norfolk to return to Pitcairn. 

Dec. 7. 1880 St. Barnabas Chapel 
was consecrated. 

Dec. 11. 17 92 Population figures; 
Sydney l,“256;Parramatta 1,845; 

Norfolk Island 1.121. 

Dec. 14, 1800 First executions on 
Norfolk: two hanged fox mutiny. 


VERSARIES IN DECEMBER. * l • 1 

Dec. 18, 1863 Second group (27 
people) return to Pitcairn. 

Dec. 23, 1787 HMS Bounty leaves 
England for the South Seas. 

Dec.25,1789 Lt. King issues l£lb. 
fresh pork & 21b. flour to each 
convict on Norfolk. 

Dec. 29, 1853 Order-in-Council 
ends Norfolk Penal Settlement. 




Rise 5.11, set 7. 06 
LOO56 H 0728 
L1323 H1945 


•Church services 

• Film, .sm’b’dfWT.SOp) 


6 Rise 5.12, set 7, 07 
L0140 H0S12HM 
L1407 H2028 

•Housie(LC) 

•Film(Nlk) 
•Sm’b’d(SP) 



7 Rise 5.12, set 7. 07 
L0222 H0853 
L1448 H2109 

» i 

•Film, sm'b'd(VV) 
•Film (Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 
•C’m’dants Dinner 

☆ 


WED 

1 : Rise 5.11, set 7. 03 

H0349L1005 
H1614 L2233 

•Film, $m'b’d(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 
•Council meetinK(A2. 00i 

•School sailing (EBlpm) 


8 Rise 5.12 ,- set "7. 08 
L0301 H0932 
L1526 H2148 

• Film, sm'b’d(VV) 

• Film(Pds) 

• Open Night(Nlk) 

•School sailing (EBlpm) 



Rise 5.13, set 7.11 
L0535 H1210 
L1804 


•Church services 
•Film. sm’b'd(W7.30p) 



Rise 5.13, set 7.12 
H0034 L0621 
H1254 L1853 


•Housie (LC) 
•Film (Nik) 
•Sm'b'd (SP) 



Rise 5.14, set 7.13 
H0120 L0714 • 

H1339 L1948 







Films(Pds & LC) 

D arts(RS L) 

C'm'dants Dinner FT"' 




(7.30G) 




Rise 5.14, set 7. 1 
H0209 L0810 
H1428 L2044 


•Film, sm’b’d(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open nigbt(Nlk) 



Rise 5.15, set 7.16 
H0611 L1212 
H1832 


•Church services 
•Film, sm’b’d(VV7.30p> 



Rise 5.16, set 7.17 
L0041 H0716 
L1313 H1936 


•Housie(LC) 

•Film (Nik) 
•Sm’b'd(SP) 



Rise 5.16,. set 7.17. 
L0L39H0816 . , 
L1410 H2034. " , , 




Films(Pds & LC) 
D artsfRS L) 





f T * 

• 

m 

It 





(7.30G) 





Rise 5.17, set 
L0233 H0909 
L1503 H2128 



•Film, sm’b’dfVV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 



Rise 5.19. set 7. 
LG551 H1223 
L1824 



• iburch services 
•Film, sm’b’d(W7.30p) 



Rise 5.19, set 7.19 
HO044 L0643 
H1309 L1917 


•H ousie(LC) 
•Film (Nik) 
•Sm'b'dfSP) 


PUBLIC HOLIDAY 




Rise 5.20, set 7.19 
H0131 L0738 . 

H1355 L2011 


• Films'Pds& LC) . 

• Darts(RSL) 

•C’m’dants Dinner 



(7.30G) 




Rise 5.21, set 7 
H0218 L0833 
H1440 L2104 



• Film, sm’b’d(VV) 

• Film (Pds) 

• Open night (Nik) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

☆ 


PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

























December 

1976 


THU • 

2 Rise 5.11, set 7.04 
i H0446 LI 057 
H1710 L2321 
•Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
®Rotary(Nlk6.3 Op) 

☆ 


Rise 5.12, set 7.09 

L0338 H1010 

L1602 H2227 
©Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•Rotary(Nlk6.30p) 


Rise 5.14, set 7.14 
H0302 L0909 
H1521 L2142 

•Housie(LC) 

@BBQ(SP) 

• Film(RSL8. OOp) 

€’Rotary(Nik6.30p) 


FRI 

Rise 5.11, set 7.05 
H0544 L1147 
H1806 
• Film (RSL 8p.) 

•Open Night (Pds; 


Rise 5.13, set 7. 09 
L0415 H1049 
' L1640 H2308 

• Film(RSL8.00p) . 

• Open nxght(Pds 


Rise 5.15, set 7.15 
H0400 L1009 
H1620 L2241 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•Open night(Pds) 








Last day of School 


Rise 5.17, set 7.18 

L0324 H1000 

L1554 H222 0 
•Housie(LC) 

• BBQ(SP) 

9Film(RSL8. OOp) 

• Rotary (Nlk6.3 Op) 

☆ 


Rise 5.18, set 7.18 
L0412 H1049 
L1643 H2309 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•Open night(Pds) 




SAT 

Rise 5.11, set 7. 05 
L0009 H0638 

U236 H1858 
• SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 

•School sailing fEB2pm) 


Rise 5.13, set 7.10 
L0453 H1129 
L1720 H2350 

• SDA service 
•Housie (RSL 8p.) 
•School sailing (EB2pm) 

☆ 


Rise 5.15, set 7.15 
H0504 L1110 
H172 5 L2 341 

• SDA service 

• Housie(RSL8. OOp) 

☆ 


Rise 5.18, set 7.19 
L0501 H1136 
L1732 H2357 

•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 

☆ 


key 


Rise 

- Sunrise 

set 

- Sunset 

H 

- High tide 

L 

- Low tide 

a 

- a. m. 

P 

- p. m. 


LOCATIONS 


A - Administration 

Building 

BP - Burnt Pine 

BC - Bowling Club 

BCP * Bicentennial Pa 

BH - Branka House 
C - Catholic Church 
CE - All Saints 
EB - Emily Bay 
G - Garrison Rest. 

GC - Golf Club 
H - Hospital 
KO - Kingston Oval 
Lib - Library 
LC - Leagues Club 
LK - Lime Kiln BBQ 
M - Museum Building 
MC - Methodist Church 
Nik - Norfolk Hotel 
Pds - Paradise 
PH - Pitcairners Hall 
RH - Rawson Hall 
RSL - R. S. L. Club 
Scl - N. I. School 
SDA - 7th Day Adv. Hal 
SP - South Pacific 
StB - St. Barnabas Chap* 
SW - Simons Water 
VV - Valley View 
YC - Youth Centre 






Rise 5.21, set 7.20 
H0306 L0926 
H1527 L2154 

4 

• Housie(LC) 

• BBQ(SP) 

• Film (8. OORSL) 

•Rotary (6. 30Nlk) 


Rise 5.22, set 7.20 
H0355 LI018 
H1616 L2242 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•Open night(Pds) 
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Braun invent the slim shaver. 

Over twenty years ago Braun pioneered the shaving system 
that became Europe's and the world's best selling foil shavers 
Now with typical West German technology they've 
developed the ultimate in design, function and precision. 

The new Braun Synchron Plus. 

New super thin foil shaves skin-close. 

The less between you and the blades — the closer the shave. 
The Synchron Plus foil was made wafer thin to shave skin- 

and designed with a 
unique pattern of slots and 
holes to trap every whisker. 

Super thin to get skin 



close — and then platinum 
coated for sensitive skins. 

Super slim head. | 

Super slim to make it easier to get at the difficult places. 
Dual Voltage 120*240 AC for world wide use. 

Even the on/off switch does something else. 

One click further and it switches on the long hair trimmer 

Braun Synchron Plus. 

One of the range of Braun shavers 
available from major 

department stores and 
electrical retailers. 



*AII mams operated Braun shavers 

• * ■ 

are guaranteed for three yeirs 
























YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few iterm jhey believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment* Here’s 
what they told us: 

Proud’s: “Omega watches". 
^ameralines; "Heavily discounted - 
movie cameras by Nalcom, sell¬ 
ing at cost price from $74, includ¬ 
ing two rolls of movie film. " 

Miltons; "The Elmo 106 super-8 
movie camera, for the enthusiast, 
for only $119. 95. 

M We’ve also reduced prices on 
all Philips Hi-Fi equipment, which 
were low before, by 30?c. ” 

Four Corners; "A new shipment of 
battery-operated and other toys, 
at prices so low that it makes 
sense, to do Christmas shopping here" 


The Milk Bar ; "We have same-day 
mainland newspapers four even¬ 
ts a week, planes permitting. " 
Casa Kui; "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there. ”... 

Martin’s Agencies; "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale *at good shops in Burnt Pine” 

International Duty-Free ; "Masks, 

fins and snorkels for underwater fun. 

# * 

a complete set for under $10. " 
Hibiscus Radio; "All the Sony range 
is good buying; latest is the TCI50 
recorder, using standard cassettes 
but the size of a paperback book. ” 
The Norfolk Trader? "Just in - the 
’General* brand washing machines, 
fantastic buy at $185, ” 

Kamak Trading ; "Casio, the big 
calculator company, have Just in¬ 
troduced Casiotron electronic watch¬ 
es. They are on sale at Pacific 
Hire Cars, from just $75.” 





NORFOLK 

WORD 



ACROSS 


10. Mission Chapel 

13. Refusal 

14. Tree 

16. Island Dish 

17. Banana 

19. Fungus Blight 

20. Oil Country 

21. Day Before 
23, Fish 


1. Imitate 
5. We're in it! 
7. Pop Group 


DOWN 

2. Caress 

3. Fall 


4. Island Vegetable 
6. Lock Up Again 


8. Fruit 

9. Groper 
11. Wait 


12. High Name at 
■ Kingston 
15, Tree 
18. Bottom 

21. Before 

22. Health Resort 


24. Belongs to Me 

25. Measure 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 

1st day 

covers 



Back issu es - variety of sets 

STORE - Hosoital Corner 


DeCH 


°te - DeChesne's is also stockist of 
back issues of the Norfolk Island News 



THERE AREN’T MANY signs saying 
"Don't*.. ” on Norfolk Island. 

And there are even fewer policemen* 
But it will make you even more wel¬ 
come if you bear in mind a few points; 

•When the weather has been dry for 
a long time, please drive s-l-o-w-l-y 
down dirt roads* Even at 2 0 mph you 
can throw up a thick trail of dust. 

That may not worry you, but what it 
does to clean washing, hanging on a 
line behind a hedge, is heartbreaking 
to a housewife. 

you are a spearfisherman, find 
a boat to take you out past the reef. 
Spearguns aren't allowed fn*i4e the reef 
•When the weather is wet, please be - 
signs saying “Road Impassable 
Wet”. If you drive ahead, you'll 
rip up the road surface for the future, 
and may well have a long, muddy walk 
to get someone to tow you out* 


When 


SEND THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 
TO FRIENDS AND FAMILY ABROAD 

AIRMAIL (inchiding interesting 
Norfolk Island stamps as postage) 
AUSTRALIA only $10 a year 
N*Z. $A16 a vear/U.K* 3A24 



HANNER’S 

ORNER F L ATS 

P.O.Box 235, Norfolk Island 

r 

deally situated - easy walk to the 
centre of town - convenient if you 
don't wish to hire a car. 


. Natural pine surroundings. Fully 

equipped, with all modem conve¬ 
niences, including linen. 

$16 a night for two, extra persons 
$5 night. Apply your Travel Agent. 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / November 1976 
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Mata Kienhuixe 


Taylor’s Rd. - The 
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NOW ON DISPLAY - AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 

























FOUR ERAS IN NORFOLK’S 

REMARKABLE 200 YEARS 


THAT CORRECT gentleman - and 
one of the greatest men in sea history. 
Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only pan of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 

the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians, Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 

Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled, 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidlqr King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H.M.S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settles, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was ouestion of 

i - 

whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston. ) 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 

moved to Tasmania. 

» 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 

This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also wisa 

time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. 


mutin- 


These new settlers, 
descendants of the !*Bainty" 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

At the time they moved here, Nor¬ 
folk was proclaimed "a distinct and 
separate settlement" in the British 
Empire. 


The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

A fourth era in the Island’s history 
started in 1913, when Norfolk was 
officially made an Australian Terri¬ 
tory. It has only been in 1976 that 
the Australian Higfr Court ruled that 
the Island is legally part of the Com¬ 


monwealth. 

Norfolk is administered by the Aus¬ 
tralian Department of Administrative 
Services. It has an Advisory Council 
elected by residents of the Island^ 
and has many laws that are peculiar 
to Norfolk. 

In 1975 the Australian Government 
concluded that Nqrfolk's administra¬ 
tive set-up had become "inappropri¬ 
ate and outmoded" and a Royal Com¬ 
mission was formed to enquire into 
what its future constitutional status 
should be. As a result a new, fifth 
era may soon begin on Norfolk. 



THE KINGSTON PIER AREA, AS BUILT UP DURING THE 1825-55 CONVICT ERA 
(Full drawing of early Kingston sold 6y N. I. Administration. Copy by permission.) 
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Inspection 

Welcomed! 
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The vorld's sllenest tape recorder us-ng standard cassettes 

fits Into a briefcase as easl y as a paperback book 
snail but still a lot of speaker 


FROM THE SMALLEST TAPE RECORDER TO THE 
LARGEST HI-FI, SONY'S SLOGAN IS "WHATEVER 

WE MANUFACTURE MUST BE THE BEST IN THE WORLD 

* 



Research Makes the Difference 



ABC Hobby BrawseAbout Barrett's B.J.'s (Paradise) 

Caaeralines Hibiscus Radio Service Hiltons 


DISTRIBUTOR: HIBISCUS RADIO SERVICE 
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NORFOLK World News 7.30, 8, 8.30, 12.30, 


RADIO 

# 

m 

MONDAY 

9.15 Frank Muir Goes Into 

* 

10 . 05 Down Memory Lane 

10 .45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Hi* If -Hour 

12 . 05 Book Reviews 
4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7. 00 Light Music/Pop 

8 . 30 Country & Western 

9. 00 Top of the Pops 

10 . 00 Live Concert 
10 . 30 Close 

TUESDAY 

^_ _ ■ 

9.15 Melody Time 

10 . 05 Music from Shows/ 

Films 

10 .45 Morning Serial 

11 . 00 Notes from the Past 

11.30 The Paramor Sound 

12. 05 BBC Sports Mag. 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 

4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7. 00 Sentimental Jour¬ 

ney - Jazz Evening 

7.30 Bits & Pieces 

8 . 00 Feature artist- 

Louis Armstron 



Local News 7.40, 8.40, 10, 12, 1.05 



2.30, 



3.30 


8 . 30 Bruce's Beat 

9. 00 Jazz show 
10.30 Close 


4-6.30 Shut Dow 
7 


WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Education Prog. 

10.05 Drama 

10.45 Morning Serial/ 

Hospital Prog. 

12.05 World Affairs . ... 
2.00 (First Wed. of Mth. 

only) N.l. Council 
Meeting 

6 . 00 Pick of the Week 
Prog, includes Com¬ 
edy, Drama, Book- 
Reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 

10. 05 Drama 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11 . 00 Requests 

12 . 35 World Affairs 

Program 

1.15 S, D. A. program 


7 


8 

8 

9. 


30 Light Music 
16 Topics from 
Holland 

30 (First Thurs. in 
Mth. Council Re- 
broadcast) 

30 Light Drama 
2 0 Music & Interviews 
30 Close 


SATURDAY 


»t 


FRIDAY 

9.15 Comedy Show 

10.05 The Satcbmo Story 

- Louis Armstrong 
10.45 Morning Serial 

11 .00 Musical Hits from 

_ ■ 

Germany « ^ 
12 . 05 Science//Sports 

1.15 Church of Eng. Prog, 
4-7. 00 Shut Down. 

7. 00 Evening of Fine 

Music, includes 
Aust. News in 
Brief, PM with 
Hugh Evans 

10.15 Close 


10.00 Mainly Pop 

11.00 Top 6 f Pops/ 

Requests 
12. jQ Local News 

1.00 Aust. News in Brief/ 
Sports Relay 
4. 00 Young Mood; in¬ 
cludes Top Ten, 

Dedications, Newi 

6 . 05 Simon & G* f'nkle 
6.30 Comedy 

7. 00 Rowdy's Roundup of 

Sports Events both 
Local & Overseas 
7 .10 Movin' Music 

8 . 00 Drama 

9. 00 Variety Show 

10 . 00 Close 

SUNDAY 


3. 

7. 



For your entertainment 

Evening Prog, in¬ 
cludes Children's 
Story, Music Mag., 
Feature, Drama, 
Classical Music 


FLIGHTS 


RE-CONFIRM 
24 HRS AHEAD 


SYDNEY 


I .m 

r * 




OANTAS 


AIRLINES 

Arr. 



CHECK WITH THE 
AIRLINE FOR DE- 
LA YS OR LATE 
CHANGES; 
QANTAS 2195 
AUrN[£2195 


12.45 1.45 
12.45 1.45 


.Wednesday 
Saturday 

Sunday 3.15 4,15 

Extra December flights: 
Commencing Friday th^l7th, 

there is a flight every day." 
and two on Sundays - except 
for Christmas Dav. no flight.* 



U C K LAN a 


B R 



BANE 


AIR NEW ZEALAND 

Wednesday 
Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 


Arr. 

11.00 


8.30 


Dep. 

12.15 


Extra December flights; 

Mon 20th, Thurs 23, Mon 27th, 
Thurs 30th. 


AND LORD HOWE ISLAND 

NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES 

Pep . Arr 

Monday 
Juesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 


8.30* 

8.30 

8.30 

8.30* 


2,30* 
5.15 
5.15 
5. 30* 
5.15 


•indicates call at Lord 



SHIPPING 

* ■' 

COMPAGNIE des CHARGEURS CAL- 
EDONIENS operates Norfolk's only 
ocean freight service from Sydney, 
using the vessell M.S. Aidan. 

Subject to possible port tie-ups 
which seem to plague Sydney, the 
nexv voyage should leave there on 
December 23 and arrive here about 
Boxing Day, the 26th. 

C. C. C. also operate the Aidan 
from New Zealand, widi the next 
arrival due December 4 th. 

The service is normal < y once 
zach four weeks. 

Norfolk agents are South Pacific 
Shipping and Travel Service, which 
las its own office opposite the Bank 


of N, S. W. in Burnt Pine - - phone 
2131 or2l08. In Sydney, agents 
are Hetherington Kingsbury, 37 
Pitt St., phone 27.1671; in Auck¬ 
land, Maritime Services Ltd., 14 
-18 Customs St., phone 75509. 
SOFRANE-UNIUNES operates a ser¬ 
vice from Auckland and Tauranga, 
N.Z. approximately four-weekly. 
The "Capitaine Cook" is back on the 
• run again and should reach here via 
T&uronga about December 22 or 23. 

ie "Cook's" next voyage from 
New Zealand wiU not arrive until 
about the first week in February -- 
no voyage in January. Local agents; 
Norfolk Transport Services, 2181. 


The line has its own office at & 

Customs St,, Auckland, phone 
73279. 

MacDONALD HAMILTON LTD. oper¬ 
ates an inter-island tanker under 
charter to Mobil Oil, bringing bulk 
petroleum products to Norfolk from 

Suva and Noumea every six or seven 
weeks. No passenger or cargo &ccomrao 
dation. Norfolk ageots are Martin's 

Agencies. . y 

^ —■• 

CURRENT CARGO RATES; 

From Australia $74.13 per cubic 
metre,, $79.20 per tonne; refrigera- . 
ted, $94.72 per cubic metre. 

From New Zealand JNZ65.60 per 
cubic metre, SNZ64.70 if refrig¬ 
erated. Meat goes for SNZ81.80. 
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$139. 95 

S200 under 


Sydney prico 




So meday al I watches 
will be made this way. 




The Sei ko Q uartz Collecti on encom pas; 
a wide and exciting scope of quartz watch* 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed 
accurate to within one second per month. 
Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital 
quartz watches with liquid crystal for conti 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph 
It's what you'd expect of Seiko. 


Seiko sold the world's first quartz 
wristwatch.^nd Seiko even makes every part 
of every watch (except for the battery) to 
ensure impeccable quality control and a 
superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 
model you select, you get more than just a 
technologically advanced timepiece. You get 
the watch thars changing the world's 

standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. $a 




























monwealth" when used in the geo¬ 
graphic sense do not include Norfolk 
Island or any other external territory, 
and this proposition is not affected by 
the Berwick decision. 

"The Berwick case therefore gives 
us the power to be what we want. 

*$ir John says it gives the Common¬ 
wealth the power to make us what 
the Commonwealth wants. 

VI hold to my view that the deci¬ 
sion lies in Norfolk Island on two 
grounds. The first is that I do think 
that the Australian Government is 
aware that it has no legitimate inter¬ 
est to contradict the people of Norfolk 
Island on their own Island. This is 

* 4 . p ■ m 4 . < . + 

frequently a hard view to maintain 
because of the Australian habit of try¬ 
ing to tell Norfolk Island what's best 
for it -- but they have no legitimate 
separate interest here and I think they 
basically respect the fact and the 
people. 1 add that this proposition is 

about to be tested and I may be wrong. 

The second reason is that Norfolk 

Island has, I believe, the right to de¬ 
termine its own future and this right 
is given to it under the Charter of the 
United Nations. Under the Charter, 
Australia has accepted the obligation 
to help territories to reach their own 
separate decisions and to give .them 
support in the manner which good 
neighbourliness requires. 

'The entire United Nations ques¬ 
tion was fully argued before the Royal 
Commission and I am therefore sur¬ 
prised it received not a word in the 
entire report. It has nothing to do 
with the Berwick case -- it is a to¬ 
tally separate parcel of rights." 

"THERE ARE ONLY INDIVIDUALS " 

Cr . McIntyre: "... He comes to the 
conclusion on page 64: 

'It would be exceedingly difficult 
for this small faction riddled and con¬ 
fined community to evolve for the Isl¬ 
and policies that are likely to receive 
general acceptance in respect of ma¬ 
jor matters. * 

'He uses this on page 76 as the rea¬ 
son for delivering the Island's future 
into the hands of others. He says: 

’The divisiveness left one with a 
strong feeling that the most urgent 
need for this small community is 
the early determination for it of a 
lucid set of progressive policies for 
the long-term common good.' 

'Insofar as he doesn't thereby 
mean himself (as at page 344), he 
refers these other matters - these 
other people - who are to decide 
our future for us as the Common¬ 
wealth. 

'In this sense, however, there is 
no such thing as the Commonwealth. 
There are only the individuals, pub¬ 


lic servants and others vAio are to 
be given this power. 

"Who does he propose? Does he 
propose Peter Lawler, Kevin Tilbrook, 
does he wish to bring back Lou Engle- 
dow? Who exactly does he delegate 
the future of Norfolk Island to? ,f 


McKENZIE: "A REFERENDUM 
IS THEONLY WAY.. 4 rt 


Cr. McKenzie: 'Tve endeavoured 

jp 

to keep an open mind on the Nimmo 
Report. I respect all. people's points 

of view and I personally believe the 

Government will make certain changes 

which will affect everyone living on 

Norfolk Island. 

'There are many aspects of the 
Nimmo Report which are very true 
and could be beneficial to the Island. 
Then there are other parts that are 
not. 

*1 hope at the right time these 
points will be pointed out to the spe¬ 
cial committee being set up by the 
Government to examine the Nimmo 
Report. 

"Whilst mentioning this report,, 
s ir, I believe Council should be rep¬ 
resented. I know, sir, you have been 
asked to attend the first meeting of 
this committee and it is my intention 
to move later that the Minister be re¬ 
quested to have a member of this 
Council as part of that committee. 

"Norfolk Island, being l t 000 miles 
away from Australia, and probably 
most members wouldn't have a clue 


about us. 


"We have seen so much in the past 
of experts coming for a few days and 
failing to understand Norfolk Island 
better than the people who lived here 
all .their lives. 

"Sir, I believe it is absolutely essen¬ 
tial that we have representation on this 
committee. 

"Sir, there are many aspects of this 
report which will have to be thrashed 
out with the Government before any 
result can be achieved either way. 
There are seven parts plus others which 
I will mention and which wants deep 
thought by this Council and discussion 
with the Government. They are the 
Butland Report, the Weir Report, 


coming under /•. C. T. so as to have 
representation, the cost of running 
Norfolk Island which is claimed in 
the report, workers' compensation 
which is to be introduced immediate¬ 
ly, all I.L.O. conventions to be in¬ 
troduced immediately, the rights of 
Norfolk Islanders, and the mention 
of goods from Australia being exempt 
from sales tax. What about goods 
from New Zealand plus all other 
countries which people on this Island 
import without import licenses, sales 

tax err? 
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■One person at the public meeting 
mentioned about our flourishing t liter- 
island Lord Howe. I know, if we 
delve into the inroads of Lord Howe, 
al 1 is not at rosey as be made out, 
plus my observations could prove that 
most food costs are about b<fk more 
on Lord Howe Island than on Norfolk. 

"Mr. Chairman, I realize there's 
a large portion of residents who want 
to come directly under the Australian 
tax system. There is also an equal 
large proportion who don't*. 

"Sir, I believe the only way to 
gauge fair public opinion is for this 
Council to draw up a referendum 
with a series of questions, none of 
which would favour one system or 
the other. Once this was done, 
this Council would be aware of to¬ 
tal public opinion and not be guided 
by a few speakers at a public meet- 
ing. 

"As was pointed out by one speak¬ 
er, you always get a lot of people 
who sit back and think but cannot 
force themselves to get up and speak 
in front of a large gathering of people. 

"Mr* Chairman, I feel we should 
forget public meetings and start work¬ 
ing on a referendum Immediately 
and get the true picture of what resi¬ 
dents of this Island want. 

"1 know we'll never please every¬ 
one but at least we'll know what 
track to start on." 

BENNETT: "FREEDOM IS EN- 

DANGERED... SO IS A LIFE- 

STYLEOF A PROUD PEOPLE. 

Cr. Bennett: "Sir, we have a respon¬ 
sibility of representing the people of 
this Island. To this end, it requires 
a constant seeking of people's views 
through discussion or whatever. The 
Nimmo Report is no exception, save 
that it is a major issue and probably 
the most important topic for discussion 
in this Island's history. 

"As was indicated at the public 
meeting held two nights ago, very 
few people have read the report 
completely. Others are still watiiBg 
through it and, others waiting for 
more copies to arrive. 

"As a result, notwithstanding the 
views of one or two expressed at the 
public meeting. Councillors have 
not been able to ascertain many 
views and therefore today's comments 
by Councillors would mostly be con¬ 
fined to personal thoughts and ideas. 

"To me, 1 am still deciding whe¬ 
ther the Nimmo Report intends to 

(a) set up a scheme which, in Sir 

John’s opinion is "death for the com¬ 
munity as a v&cle", or ' 

(b) to shock the community into 

getting together now to find unity 
and a common voice. C 

(please turn to the next page) 
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"Two things, bowcvcf. are certain. 
L That the Australian Government 
does not necessarily have to accept 
all ot any part of the Commission. 

2. That the voice of the people of 
Norfolk Island must be strong and 
clear on its decision. 

* Already there have been those 
who have reacted to what they have 
read or heard. We have noted, in 
the Report, the many occasions where 
Sir John cites divisiveness as being 
the problem. No one has ever 
doubted there would not be a divi¬ 
sion of thought- It is one's demo¬ 
cratic right to voice acception or 
rejection, likes and dislikes, and 
it is not this to me that appears to 
be the difficulty but that of not be¬ 
ing able to accept what has been 

decided. People by nature resist 
change, especially a change of this 


i» 


"The freedom which has been 
cherished by so many for so long is 
endangered and so is the unique life¬ 
style of a proud people. 

* Arguments are mounting on both 
sides of the report and Council would 
be wise to steady itself before rising 
fully to debate such a major issue so 
soon after the report has appeared. 

"The public meeting two nights 
ago was, in the opinion of many, 
rather premature. However, it did 


produce a couple of things, for 
example a great number of people 
in attendance in itself indicate the com¬ 
munity is concerned and it appears 
that the people would be prepared 
to throw their arguments to Council 
rather than to have a series of frag¬ 
mented opinions from the many or¬ 
ganisations. To this end at least 
something was achieved. 

"It is obvious that only a referen¬ 
dum will enable the real wish of the 
people to be determined. 11 

QUINTAL: "IF WE’RE CAREFUL 
WE CAN CONTINUE TO HAVE 
A HAPPY LIFE ON NORFOLK" 

Cr, Quintals "... Ever since I’ve 
been in Council I have always been 
very bitter about the interference 
by the Australian Government in a lot 
of matters and I’ve never ever felt at 
ease or happy about the Australian 
Government having the say on the 
running of Norfolk Island. 

"Abo, I have always thought that 
Queen Victoria gave the island to the 
Pitcairn people -- whether I’m right 
or wrong it doesn’t matter but that 
is my belief and it is a strong belief 
of mine, and I believe it was given 
through an Act of Parliament. 

"I have always regarded myself as 
a Norfolk Islander and not an Aust¬ 
ralian. 


M I have always looked to the Union 
jack as our flag and not the Austral¬ 
ian flag, and therefore I want my 
name cleared from that. 

"With regards to the Nimmo Re¬ 
port, 1 feel that we would be far 
better to collate all information, 
especially by the public meeting 
on Tuesday night and hasten slowly. 

"I feel if we accept Nimmo Re¬ 
port, or part of the report, we would 
lose our way of life on the Island. 

I’ve lived here all my life and in 
the past it’s been a happy place -- 
if we’re very careful we can con¬ 
tinue to have a happy life on Nor¬ 
folk. 

"... some time to study and di¬ 
gest and I would like to say that I 
would like to see it left until the 
next meeting, I do not intend to 
go into the matters of the Nimmo 
Report as yet. M 


RYVES: "WE NEED AN INDE¬ 
PENDENT ECONOMIST,. , " 


Cr. Ryves: "Well, sir, a lot has 
been said by my fellow councillors. 
Some of it I naturally agree w.th, 
some that I don’t. 

"1 believe this document in itself 
is a major undertaking to Council to 
read and understand its implications. 

"A very greater problem is getting 
to the people, discussing the various 
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MARIA BAILEY MARRIED 
DICK HEAPS IN 1907 
AND ON RETIRING HE BUILT 

THE ISLAND HOME OF HILLCREST 
FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT FROM 
THE MELANESIAN CHAPEL 
AND CONVICT-HEWN STONES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON. 

WHAT BETTER PLACE TO RELAX 
OVER A PRE-DINNER DRINK 
AND ENJOY A MEAL 
THAN IN THE OLD DINING ROOM 
DISCREETLY LIT BY CHANDELIERS. 


Bar opens or pre-dinner 
drinks at 6 30 p m 

A la carte restaurant 
open from 7pm 

Reservations - ring 2255 




9 

Restaurant 


■ 


At the Hillerekt Hotel-Motel: 24 motel units in beautiful gardens overlooking Phillip Island. Brochure available - Box 64 
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aspects of the propositions put for¬ 
ward by Sir John and endeavouring 
to seek their genuine attitudes to¬ 
wards it. 

*1 believe, sir, that a lot of time 
will be spent by this Council in fact¬ 
finding discussions with the commun¬ 
ity, and I have not intended to com¬ 
ment very much on the report at 
ail today. 

'V. .The first motion is this -- 
that the Minister be asked to arrange 
for an independent economist to ad¬ 
vise the Council on the impact of 
taxation on commercial enterprise 
in Norfolk Island, particularly where 
it relates to the continued viability 
of the tourist industry and locally 
earned income. " 

SNELL; "INCOME TAX COULD 
BE DISASTROUS.. 

Cr. Snell: "Mr. Chairman, in second¬ 
ing that motion from Cr. Ryves, I did 
have statements I was leaving in abey¬ 
ance for later submission to Council, 
but the motion hinges on one of my 
aspects re the inconsistency in the re¬ 
port between the recommendations to 
keep duties low in order to encourage 
tourism and the recommendation to 
impose Australian rates of income 
tax. 

"ft is obvious that businesses and 
their employees will both proceed to 
require greater return in order to main¬ 
tain their net income at present level, 
and this could well cause a sudden in¬ 
crease in cost of living on Norfolk to 
the order of approximately 20<5fc. 

If this occurs, it would seem that 
the cost of accommodation and meals 
for the average tourist couple could 
increase by something of the order of 
$100 for a week's stay. This would 
surely be a deterrent which would not 
be offset by the amount that could be 
saved on their purchases such as liquor, 
cameras and perfumes. 

The report does not make any di¬ 
rect reference to tourist expenditure 
on lower duty goods but if one looks at 
Tie value of imports of such items it 
is doubtful whether the average expen¬ 
diture per tourist head is more than $50 
to $100. 

"An increase in the basic costs of 
staying on Norfolk of the same order 
could well deter future tourists. 

"The report has also not given any 
indication o; Australian tax paid by 
*esidents already. That's on another 
line Mr. Chairman. 

Tt just goes to show that I feel strong¬ 
ly also that the introduction of Austral¬ 
ian income tax could be disastrous. " 

Cr. Ryves: "Second motion, sir -- 
that the Norfolk Island Administra¬ 
tion Accountant present to Council a 


Debit & Credit Report detailing where 
the Administration will be relieved of 
expenditure by the takeover of those 
facets mentioned in the Nimmo Report, 
ano the revenue we would expect to 
lose if the report was adopted, giving 
us a clear understanding of monies 
available to the proposed Norfolk Isl¬ 
and Assembly in implementing those 

ngs which would become their re¬ 
sponsibility. " 

Cr. McIntyre: "The question here is 

one of - as I mentioned earlier - the 

idea of being subject to Commonwealth 
excise. 

"When 1 read some of Sir John's re¬ 
marks about the sale of liquor being 
a traditional revenue for the Council 
and the Administration, 1 assumed at 
that point that he had not intended 
excise to extend here, but having read 
the report I find that is just what he 
means - - he says all imposts of the 
Capital Territory. 

’Therefore I assume that any look 
at the revenue from liquor would 
have to be on the basis of these im¬ 
posts which, very briefly, would add 
about $3 a bottle to spirits and about 
80 to small cans of beer and would 
add about 2,2£0 to a gallon of petrol 
and, I think -- I've forgotten how 
much it adds to a packet of cigarettes - 
it's quite a lot/ 

BLUCHER: "COUNCIL SHOULD 

LOOK AGAIN AT THE SUB¬ 
MISSION IT MADE" 


Cr. Blucher: "In starring off these 
comments on the Royal Commission 
Report, I didn't quite get around to 
stating any particular views that I 
may have had. 

"Council placed two submissions 
to the Royal Commission - one in 
July 1975 and the second submission 
came as a result of questions asked 
by Mr. Crommelin on behalf of the 
Royal Commissioner,certain ques¬ 
tions arising out of the first sub¬ 
mission. 

"Council then placed a second 
submission, also after bearing and 
listening to the Australian Capital 
Territory's submission, in qualify¬ 
ing our own views and in contradic¬ 
tion to the Department of Capital 
Territory submission. 

,# My point of view — and there 
are still six councillors in this 
chamber who voted on these sub¬ 
missions — has not changed con¬ 
siderably from the submission that 

we placed. 

- * 

Council should look at what submis¬ 
sions have been placed to the Royal 
Commission in the past.and agreed 


SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 


late 


the day on 


Wed-Thurs-Sat-S un 


amsES 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 


with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as ; 
promptly as possible. 


SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 

NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS ♦ GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY ♦ 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 

SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 
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IMMEDIATELY UPON TALKING wii 
Kathy Le Cren her sense of personal 
commitment to the Norfolk 
ity an^i the enjoyment she finds liv¬ 
ing here are obvious. A well-organ¬ 
ised woman who is very much on the 
ball, Kathy is able to combine career 
and home-making with seemingly no 
effort at alL 

As Broadcasting Officer for VL2NI 
she is responsible for scheduling pro¬ 
grammes. shares in decision making 
budget control (which she describes 
as challenging) and future planning. 

In addition, she has her own pro¬ 
grammes. At home, as wife to 
Norm and mother to Michele 
Kay 11 and Cheryl 6 , she manages a 
happy borne where island customs 
are followed and the Pitcairn lan- 
«Uge is spoken. 


until she went back to New Zealand. 
He was stationed in the Transport 
Section of the Air Force there. 

Married in 1963 Norm and Kathy 
came home to Norfolk the day after 
their wedding with it teen shillings 
between them. They lived yith 
Norm’s family at first and Kathy was 
able to learn Pitcairnese, how to 
cook island foods and the real island 
way of life from the beginning. 

(What a good teacher she had in Doo 
Doo Le Cren who must have been 
thrilled with her son's bride -- such 
an out-going, talented girl who took 
to the way of life with enthusiasm 
and delight.) 

Raised on a farm in Wanganui, N.Z, 
by a Danish father and a mother who 
is half Maori, Kathy has always had 
a full life. Encouraged to have many 


KATHY LE CREN 



Kathy had never heard of Norfolk 
Island until she came here with 
Ngaire Douran’s sister for a holiday 
in December 196L Taking a break 
from nursing she upset her parents by 
writing "I feel as though I’m home 
and I can’t describe why". Her feel¬ 
ings were completely independent 
because she didn’t meet Norm 


interests she was given lessons in piano, 
marching, singing, various sports and 
elocution. Her excellent speaking 
voice with its melodic resonance is 
certainly well trained and a pleasure 
to listen to. 

Matriculating as head girl from 
Wanganui College Kathy went into 
nursing for 2| years before meeting 


VI 




Norm and moving here. But as far 
back as Primary School she had an in¬ 
terest in announcing. Later she had 
speech training from Catholic Nuns 
in N.Z. and incidentally played the 
trumpet in the school orchestra which 
helps strengthen vocal chords. 

m 

Before getting so involved in radio 
on Norfolk Kathy did nurses' aiding 
at the hospital when she first moved 
to the island, cleaned flats, drove 
Ian Kenny’s tour bus and more re¬ 
cently worked as the airport ground 
hostess for the Tourist Board. She 
also was an assistant and then super¬ 
visor at the Playcentre. In addition 
to her many hours of work each week 
at VL 2 NI she does the catering for 
the Lions Ladies’ Night functions 
every second and fourth Tuesday, 
isn’t it true that the busiest people 
always seem to have time to do one 
more thing? 

Kathy’s radio career on Norfolk 
really began back when Phil Ander¬ 
son was the Methodist Minister here 
and he asked her to do a request 
section. She did it and loved doing 
it and now as VL 2 NI's Broadcasting 
Officer finds it a most challenging 
job. As die station is widening its 
scope all the time it surely will con¬ 
tinue to be. 

It was interesting to learn that 
our radio station started with Helen 
Waters who was instrumental in es¬ 
tablishing overseas contacts with the 
BBC, Deutsche Welle and Radio 
Nederland. This was in Jeff Cowap's 
days as Official Secretary. He too 
was enthusiastic and helpful. After 
obtaining nearly new broadcasting 
equipment from the ABC in Aust¬ 
ralia and installing it, the fire 
which destroyed the almost comple¬ 
ted renovated officers’ quarters 
broke out and all was lost. Norfolk 
Island radio had to start all over. 

Bob McKegg and Mike Moran got it 
going again in *69 and *70. 

It is hoped that VL2N1 can be 
kept from becoming too sophisti¬ 
cated and that the voluntary aspect 
will continue to reflect our way of 
life here* 

Kathy likes everything about 
Norfolk life. She finds it a life¬ 
style that is "closer to the earth 
and very tolerant". Certainly this 
attitude contributes greatly to her 
effectiveness and success as a val¬ 
ued member of our community. 
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SMOOTH IRONING 


BEING VERY INTERESTED in Flora 
and Fauna, I was very happy to 
help when asked if I would like to 
take part in a bird-banding task. 

This was before the present Flora 
& Fauna Society was formed by 
the late Mrs. Ralston and was 
conducted by Agriculture Officer 
of the time. The idea was to try 
and follow the movements of the 
mutton-birds, locally known as 
ghost-birds. I and another were 
allotted to help the man working 
the Rocky Point area and believe 
it or not at that time I had not 
been to Rocky Point even though I 
had lived for quite a number of 

years on Norfolk Island. 

Well, we met as arranged some 
time after sunset. The idea was the 
leader caught and held the birds 
while I clipped the ring around its 
leg. Tlfi other member of the trio 
held torch etc. Everything went 
well and we worked all around the 
cliff face. It looked so pretty by 
night light that I was determined 
to visit the spot at first opportunity. 
When I did so and saw just where 1 
had been by [dark of night my first 
thought was "impossible, not there?" 
and even the thought of it made my 
legs a little jelly-like. Oh well, 
you know the saying - ’ignorance is 
bliss*. 1 really did find the task in¬ 
teresting but not from that night 
have I ever heard if any of those 
banded birds were ever reported from 
anywhere in the world. I did find 


NOW IS THE time to cut back spent 
flower heads on all geranium spec¬ 
ies; don’t cut hard back until second 
flowering is over though. My ger¬ 
aniums are showing signs of rust 
on their foliage -1 use Zineo spray 
and find it very effective; I also 
use it or Garden-master or Garden 
Doctor, which are multi-purpose 
sprays. 1 also use Zineb for rust 
in gerberas. This humid weather 
is very bad for this disease (rust) -- 
if leaves look sort of sick on either 
of the former plants, ook under 
side of leaf and you will see tiny 
brown spots if the plant is being 
attacked by rust. Be sure you spray 
under-side of foliage. 


out where one of the beautiful spots 
on Norfolk was and it became a 
favourite fishing place for me in die 
years that have followed. 

The following little story is of two 
well loved characters of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and who I will call J. & G. 1 was 
riding along enjoying the lovely 
morning when suddenly around a 
corner came G. at fairly fast clip. 

When he saw me, he reigned his 
horse in and greeted me, asked after 
my husband and was in the middle of 
a sentence when he heeled his horse 
and took off at a gallop. Before 1 had 
realized he hadn't finished his sentence, 
around the corner came J, at a canter. 
He too reigned in on seeing me and 
the following conversation took place. 

M You see G?" I told J. be had just 
left and gone towards Burnt Pine, so 
J. took off at fast pace calling over 
his shoulder to me, "B... B... 
got my B... bottle of gin. * J # . by 
the way was seated on his saddle but 
had a good grip of his horse's mane 
as it did not have a bridle on -- 1 
guess he was in too big a hurry to 
bridle his mount when he noticed his 
gin was gone. These two were friends 
I might add, 

I was very tempted to turn my horse 
and follow the chase but laughter over¬ 
took me and even today as I picture 
that rider and his bridle-less horse, I 
have a little giggle to myself. Such 
was friendship and comrades in those 
times. 


WHEN MAKING STARCH add teaspoon 
of mineral turps. Very good for table¬ 
cloths and napkins. 

A good ant killer; 

1 tablespoon borax 

1 tablespoon boracic acid 

1 tablespoon sugar 

1 cup hot water 

Mix well --put in lids and place 
under bouse -- keep well away from 
children. 



Useful Scoops 

Choose plastic bottles that you 
want for size of scoop. Cut bottom 
end off bottle and cut quarter down 
neck end of bottle. Then cut bottle 
from bottom end to cut at neck of 
bottle. Shape bottom end for scoop 
smooth with wet and dry sandpaper. 
Keep screw top on bottle for handle. 


★ 

m * * 

Hanay Face Powder Container 
When you fiave used face cleanser 
that's in squeeze bottles prize top 
off - make a funnel with paper - 
hold it in top of bottle and spoon 
your face powder into it. Lable 
with name of powder --no more 
messy dressing tables. 




Mealy bug is also about - - I 
found some on die citrus tree last 
week. Most citrus trees have set 
fruit by now so be careful as to 
what sprays you use. I have tried 
Mtfldisqn but am not sure yet of re¬ 
sults but at least it won't hurt the 
young fruit. 

Spray zinnias for powdery mildew 
even if it is not showing -- pre¬ 
vention is better than cure. 

Dahlias also are subject to mil¬ 
dew -- use Maneb or Zineb. There 
are other sprays besides these but 
both have proved to be good when 


1 have used them. 

Caterpillars play havoc with 
zinnia buds so use a dust such as 
Derr is and preferably early morn¬ 
ing while dew is on the foliage. 

In vegetable garden, spray tom¬ 
atoes --a good spray for this is 
Lanes Lanoran -- this is convenient¬ 
ly packed in sachets of BO grams in 
a 300 gram packet. This is a very 
good spray produced by Lanes for 
control of most tomato blights and 
bugs. 

• Cos type lettuce is best to plant 
now. Above all, keep the soil 
loose by hoeing so as to get the bene¬ 
fit of whatever rains we get during 
summer months. 
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HELEN PAYNE 


WITH THE PARTY SEASON approach¬ 
ing so rapidly we'll be looking for 
tasty things to tictilate those seasonal 
jaded palates. Here are several 
which are easy, tasty and a little 

different. 

PINK DIP 

1 lb. looked shelled prawns 
(or canned shrimps) chopped 
juice of 1 medium onion 


2 teaspoons of Tabasco Chilli 
\ lb. Philadelphia Crea ■■ 
1 tablespoon Worcester Sau 
Juice of one lemon 
4 cup milk for thinning 
Blend all ingredients togethe: 
chill* 



TURKISH CHEESE APPETIZERS 
Cut \ lb. cheese into small pieces. 
Place in a saucepan with i cup thick 
white sauce. Stir until cheese is 
melted and mixture is thick. Spread 
on a platter to cool. Chill if necess¬ 
ary then shape into small sausages. 
Wrap each sausage in a thin piece 
or plain pastry and fry in deep oil 
until golden brown. Drain. Serve 
hot or cold. 



HOT CHEESE BALLS 
2 teaspoons plain flour 
dash of paprika 
{ teaspoon salt 
1 cup tasty grated cheese 
1 egg white 

i cup of finely chopped peanuts 
Mix flour* paprika and salt with 
grated cheese and add cayenne. 

Fold egg white, beaten until stiff 
but not dry, into cheese mixture un¬ 
til well blended. Roll into small 
balls and roll in chopped nuts. Fry 
in hot oil until golden. Serve hot. 
Yield 12-15 balls. 


May you eat well, drink pleasurably 
and enjoy a merry Christmas. 


IjFomhi Shoot." 

Only by Vivitar. 


FROM S35.9 5 


From the beginning, the Vivitar narrte has been a 
mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses. Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And row. you'll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence buitt into every 
Point'n Shoot camera. 


MILTONS 


NORFOLK’S COMPLETE 
DUTY FREE CENTRE 


SPICE OF THE MONTH - PAPRIKA 
Paprika, the dried pod of a sweet 
red pepper, was discovered by early 

Spaniards in Central America and in- 

* « 

troduced by them into Europe. To¬ 
day most of the world's supply is 
grown in Spain and Central Europe. 

Rich in vitamins, especially C 
(even more than citrus fruits) and A, 
paprika was the subject of research 
which won a Hungarian scientist a 
Nobel prize. 

Suggested amounts to use in various 
dish es: 

k teasp. to 3/4 teasp. in 1 cup 
vine gar-oil for French dressing 
i teasp. in 1/4 cup butter for 
sauteing potatoes or to season 
white vegetables. 

1 teasp. to 1 tablesp. to 3 lbs. 

beef in Hungarian goulash. 

1 teasp. to 1 tables, to 2 lbs. veal 
in veal paprika. 

Sprinkle it on creamy white soups, 
mashed potatoes etc. to give colour. 



by ” VIN A S " 


--a private view of what is 
offering at the Liquor Bond 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING, so what 
small thing to give a friend who 
shares our tastes? 

The Bond has a number of items 
which are not only good but also 
come in attractive containers which 
are worth keeping for their own sake. 
BROWNS 621 Tawny Port, Muscat 
liquer, very old sweet sherry and 
fino (dry) sherry are presented in 
ceramic decanters and all are priced 
at $6. 00. 


TULLAMORE DEW Irish whisky is in 
the traditional earthenware crock 
for $6.00. 

YORKSHIRE liqueur (honey on a 
French brandy base) is similarly 
bottled and costs $8.15. 

BELL's Scotch is attractively pre¬ 
sented in a bell shaped earthenware 
bottle at $10.25 or $4.60 for a some¬ 
what less than half size. 

BEAMEASTER of Germany bring us 
their Johannesburg Reisling and 
Piesporter Michelburg in crock bottles 
for only $3.70. 

REAL VELLA 1940 Vintage Port is in 
a glass bottle but is one for the 
connoisseur. Not surprisingly it costs 
$13. 00. 


So with those few thoughts may 
old Vinas wish you all a merry and 
relaxed Christmas, 
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WELL HERE IT IS December and al- 

* 

most Christmas time. There are 
decorations appearing slowly, and 
with two ships'having arrived in the 
past week, there are plenty of good¬ 
ies in the shops. Already we are be¬ 
ing urged to put up Christmas decora * 
tions at home. Boy, I’ll really have 
to get into gear! ! The past few 
weeks have been busy - (seems every 
week is busy on Norfolk!) There is 
always something doing. 

The Lions Club has been in action 

>■ r 4, < ■ jp 

again to the.benefit of residents. Dr. 
Sexton initiated a survey to be carried 
out in conjunction with the Lions Club 
and nurses from the hospital, to test 
for the prevalence of hypertension 
and diabetes. Some 240 persons at¬ 
tended the first testing, and a second 
opportunity was organized by Dr. Wall- 
man (relieving G.M.O.) mainly for 
the people between 30 and 50 years 
of age who had not made the effort 
to the first testing. It only took a few 
minutes and such an easy way to erase 
any worry from one's mind. The only 
part of the whole business that hurt 
was having to hop on the scales and 
have one's weightrecorded! 

The Lions Club has a iso undertaken 
to meet the costs of eye care for 
young Norfolk boy Michael Macrae. 
Michael had an accident whilst play¬ 
ing with a screwdriver and it was at 
first thought that he might lose his 
eye. But Michael and his mother 
were flown to Brisbane by courtesy of 
Norfolk Airlines and then on to Tam- 
worth in N.S.W. to where Dr. Cecil 
Baker practices. Dr. Baker is a regu¬ 
lar visitor to Norfolk, as eye special¬ 
ist for Lions' project. One week after 
the accident it was announced over 
the local radio that there was great 
optimism that Michael's eye had been 
saved. Hopefully we will hear very 
soon that all is well. It is quite mov¬ 
ing to experience the deep sense of 
concern in the community when some¬ 
thing like this happens, because it 
seems in the cities it has reached a 
stage where there is not this same con¬ 
cern for others. 

With the end of the year so close, 
children in the 4-5 year age group at 
Playcentre are having a weekly trip 
to school. Chese are the children who 
will commence school in *77 and the 
trip to school is a familiarization activ¬ 


ity. There's 37 children due to 
commence school next year - quite 
a class! But it has been decided, for 
the benefit of the children, that 10 
of the youngest children will not start 
school until Term II. This will make 
it simpler to introduce them all to 
school life - there's so much to take 
in, and with the two smaller intakes, 
there will be every opportunity for 
more individual attention. 

Last week 1 was a "mother helper" 
at Playcentre and had the pleasure of 
accompanying the children, with 
supervisor Raema Behrendt and assist¬ 
ant Pat Herbert, to school. 

The children were shown where 
the toilets are located and then down 
to the playground to play on swings, 
tee-saws, climbing frames, tyres on 
ropes and the sand pits. Then it was 
back to the lunch area for morning 
tea. The children sat on the very 
stools they will have to use next year 
as Kinder kids. As if that wasn't 
enough excitement for one morning! 
When we arrived back at Playcentre 
Raema produced her Humphrey B. 


Bear cake, which she won in a raffle. 
(The cake was made by Ngaire Dour- 
an and won first prize in the recent 
A. & H. Show. Ngaire generously 
donated it to the Wives and Mothers 
Club to be raffled - and Raema was 
the lucky winner. The raffle realized 
$46 toward the Wives and Mothers 
Club Playcentre Fund. Beaut, wasn't 
it?) It was a treat to watch the eyes 
of the children. Poor Humphrey was 
carefully pulled apart; first of all his 
head was carefully set aside to be 
taken home for Raema's own family - 
then the kiddies were able to sample 
the icing and delicious cake that 
made up Humphrey's body. That's 
one cake that has given lots of plea¬ 
sure to lots of people. Even some 
mums had a nibble. 

Norfolk this month will lose the 


* Muscat family - and they will be sad¬ 
ly missed. John has worked at the 
D. C; Av as Electrical Engineer and 
has been a great supporter of the 
Parents & Citizens A sociation, the 
children's sporting activities. Cubs 
and Scouts. Merril has been a 
'treasure' to the Wives and Mothers 
Club, has been supervisor and assist¬ 
ant of Playcentre at different times 
and has been a committee member, 
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a great Norfolk Island feature - every Tuesday from 7.30 








has assisted as guider with the local 
Guide Association, taken scripture 
classes at school and trained children 
for first communion and confirmation 
for the Catholic Church, helped out 
with reading classes at school and act¬ 
ed as 'tea lady* for Sir John Nimmo 

and his party during the Royal Com¬ 
mission. In between all that Merril 
has been teaching herself to play 
the piano, and has done countless 
other clever things beside taking 
care of her ramily. Although they 
will be very much missed, I know 
they are all looking forward to re¬ 
turning to their own home in Can¬ 
berra - there’s no place quite like 
home after all. I know many 
people will want to wish Merril, 

John, Paul, Donna & Nicole all the 
happiness in the world - and hope 
they'll be back for holidays one day. 

Tuesday has become another spe¬ 
cial day, with the commencement 
of a Tuesday tennis group. Dyann 
Fitzpatrick has, for ages, been want¬ 
ing to start a morning tennis party, 
where mothers with children can get 
together for a social game of tennis. 
This has been made possible through 
the generosity of Peter Custance who 
has provided a tennis court. The 
weather these past two Tuesdays has 
been lousy, although the rain has 
been very welcome. But there’s 
many more days to look forward to 
having a hit of those tennis balls - 
and probably at first discovering 
muscles we’d forgotten we had! 

The Arts Council of Norfolk Island 
is to present two concerts by classi¬ 
cal pianist Eunice Gardiner in the 
Seventh Day Adventist Hall. Miss 
Gardiner has had a brilliant musical 
career, which seems to have begun 
at the age of 3 - when she gave her 
first public appearance, and has play¬ 
ed before Queen Elizabeth. I'm sure 
there are many people looking forward 
to hearing her two concerts - shall tell 




A VERY MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 

AfsID THE 
HAPPIEST OF 

NEW YEARS 

TO OUR READERS, 

ADVERTISERS, 

CONTRIBUTORS 

AND OTHER FRIENDS * 
ON NORFOLK AND 


OVERSEAS 



you about them next time! 

This month has also seen the arri¬ 
val of Sir John Nimmo T s report of the 
Royal Commission into matters rela¬ 
ting to Norfolk Island. The report, 
in book form, went on sale at 10 a. m. 
one morning and within 30 minutes 
had sold out of the 200 copies at pre¬ 
sent on the Island. Hopefully there 
are more copies arriving so that more 
people will have the opportunity to 
read it. No matter whether one 
agrees with Sir John's findings or not, 
there's no getting away from the fact 
that he has put an incredible amount 
of thought and logic into his state¬ 
ments. Anyway, more about the re¬ 
port elsewhere in this edition of The 

News. It's a very serious stage in 
Norfolk's history, and hopefully resi¬ 
dents will read the report through 
carefully before they make any rash 
statements. 

Whilst we're well-wishing, here's 
hoping that Christmas is a time of 
peace and happiness for everyone. 


Cheerio! — 
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IDEALLY HARMONIOUS 


FOR 

A 


NORFOLK HOLIDAY 


THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the 
Fletcher Christian holiday apart¬ 
ments often seem to be the sort of 
Australians and New Zealanders 
you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels where- 
ever they travel. 

Perhaps they enjoy good value as 
much as anyone else — for our 
rates at the Fletcher Christian are 
a fraction of those at Norfolk’s 
most costly accommodation houses. 

More likely, die couples and fam¬ 
ilies who stay with us feel that the 
Fletcher Christian offers them the 
kind of accommodation that is ide¬ 
ally harmonious with a Norfolk Isl¬ 
and holiday. 

The Fletcher Christian is a group 
of twelve private apartments, on a 
secluded six-acre estate overlook¬ 
ing a tranquil valley and hillside 
wooded with Norfolk pines. 

Ten of the apartments have a com* 
for table lounge room, one bedroom, 
and a private shower and toilet. 

The other two have a second bed¬ 
room in addition* 

All have well-equipped kitchen¬ 
ettes, including-a proper stove with 
an oven. You probably won’t want 
to trouble with a full baked di nn er 
while you are on holiday, but if 
you should your kitchen is ready. 
Each apartment has its own balcony. 
The beds are wonderfully comfort¬ 
able. The floors are nicely carpet¬ 
ed. There is plenty of hot and cold 
water. Your front door opens onto 
green lawns, landscaped with col¬ 
ourful and fragrant South Pacific 
plants -- frangipani, banana palms, 
pawpaws, monsterios, hibiscus and 
many others. 




The apartments, with dark-oiled 
Norfolk pine exterior and split- 
shingle roofs, were built Island- 

style to fit comfortably into the 


from all over the world, as welx 
as basic necessities such as a super¬ 
market. the Post Office, and the 
always-helpful Tourist Bureau. 

Most of our guests hire a car for 
their holiday, because there is so 
much to see and do all over Nor¬ 
folk; but if you prefer not to have 
one, the Fletcher Christian it as 
convenient and central as it is pos- 



QUIET GROUNDS OF THE FLETCHER CHRISTIAN HAVE THE PEACEFULNESS 
NORFOLK IS FAMOUS FOR -- BUT ARE A TWO-MINUTE WALK FROM FINE 

RESTAURANTS AND SOME OF THE PACIFIC’S BEST DUTY-FREE SHOPPING 


landscape. 

Sheltered in the private Fletcher 
Christian grounds, your apartment 
is a perfect place for quiet, rest¬ 
ful nights -- and yet is also a con¬ 
venient and hospitable location if 
you want to invite friends in for 
an evening. 

SURPRISINGLY, for all its seclu¬ 
sion, the Fletcher Christian is only 
a few minutes' stroll from Norfolk’s 
main shopping centre --or from 
the Island's largest hotel -- or from 

any of three of Norfolk's best rest¬ 
aurants. The shopping centre in¬ 
cludes an amazing range of attract¬ 
ive "duty-free* 4 shops with goods 


sible to be on the Island. 

ALMOST A QUARTER of our guests 
are people who have stayed at the 
Fletcher Christian before. Others 
have come on the recommendation 

(i 

of friends who have visited Norfolk; 

m m 

and quite a few are people who 
have been to Norfolk before, and 
decided that this would be the place 
to stay of they returned. 

Because of this the apartments axe 
often fully booked for some months 
ahead, or even farther in advance, 
in the peak seasons. However we 
are always glad to have inquiries, 
and will be pleased to reserve an 
apartment for you whenever possible 


Fletcher Christian 


Holiday Apartments 


’AYLORS ROAD 


POST OFFICE BOX 144, NORFOLK ISLAND 2899 


PHONE 2169 


CABLES - *MISTERCHRISTIAN 
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THE REPORT OF THE RO^AL COMMISSION into matters re¬ 
lating to Norfolk Island makes 74 specific recommendations 
for the Island's future. 

There are, ind will continue to be, differences of opin- 
ion as to which of these recommendations are good, which 
ire bad and which are trivial. Such differences of opinion 
will depend in many cases on each person's previous broad 
attitudes about bow life should be lived, and what role gov¬ 
ernment should take in life* 

Many arguments "for” or "against'* the Report will not 
really be arguments about Sir John's findings -- but simply 
old disagreements about political philosophy. 

People with deep-seated socialist beliefs will generally 
be pleased by the Report because it seems to hit people 
who have money, provide cash benefits for those who do 
not have money, and make everyone equal under a govern* 
ment that will make detailed rules about how everyone is to 
behave* 

People who believe that "that government governs best 
which governs least" will generally be against a number of 
the Report's most important recommendations. 

But people who study the Report hard will come to some 
quite different conclusions from either of those. For the past 
twelve days the editor of The News has done little else but 
read, re-read, discuss, think about, and try to reach a bal¬ 
anced, clear undemanding of the Report. While twelve days 
of study is not enough to undemand all of the implications of 
tne Report it is enough to arrive at one basic conclusion 

that looms high above any o; the Report's individual recom¬ 
mendations. 

It is this: 


The Nimmo Report, taken as a whole, cannot be put in 
effect. It contains a number of fundamental recommenda 


essential importance 


Island 


essential recommendations 

balance of ideas, but it eras 


The Report 


rocks: its aims are mutually exclusive. One cannot "put the 
Nimmo Report into efrect". One can only pick some of its 
objectives, make them into law, and then discover too 
late that equally important objectives have been lost. 

It is set out as if it were a plan, but it is merely a report 
of findings and notions. Plans have to be workable* It has 

value to anyone studying Norfolk Island history, but if it 
were a set of blueprints for a house it would be rejected bv 


any competent Building Board, perhaps with a notation 
laying "Structural calculations deficient* Incapable of being 
built without collapse during construction, with attendant 
risk to lives and property." 


Let us consider five fundamental points on which the Re¬ 
port urges that we go in two opposite directions at once. 

Norfolk Island s economy, says Sir John, rests on tourism. 
Norfolk Island s future and sole hope of achieving any econ¬ 
omic balance lies in the tourist industry," he says. "The 

vital thing is not to take any action which may threaten that 
industry*s essential components... n 
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Yet in another major recommendation made elsewhere 
in the Report, he advocates that the Island be taxed by the 
Commonwealth in all of the ways that the residents of Can¬ 


berra are taxed. 

Norfolk's tourist economy, based on wages and other 
costs as they are now, is in reasonably good shape but can 
not be saiti to be booming. Our tourists come from Australia 
and New Zealand and there are other attractive places they 
can go, for prices that o:fer serious competition to Norfolk. 

Our present costs are high, partly because everything 
that comes to the Island has to bear big freight charges. Air 
fares to the Island are high: it costs a family of four $1, 000 
in fares alone to vacation here from Sydney. 

Sir John says that it.is estimated that income tax, gift 
duty and death duty would take $1,020, 000 a year out of 

Norfolk. He does not estimate the effect of workers com¬ 
pensation costs, excise duties on "duty-free" spirits and cig¬ 
arettes that are so attractive to tourists, excise tax on pet¬ 
rol and aviation fuel, or other items such as the expense of 
changing from relatively simple Norfolk Island accounting 
systems to full-scale Australian tax accounting. But no one 
with any economic experience could accept the notion that 

such costs could be added onto the Island’s outgo without 
making our tourist industry less competitive. 

Which is it to be? (A) Avoid anything that may threat- 


was vui luuuai 
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to Norfolk? You cannot do both. Which one? A or B? 

Equal rights and duties must apply to all citizens of the 
one country, Sir John says. He says that the Berwick High 
Court decision establishes that Norfolk Island is part of the 
Commonwealth, and that Norfolk Island people must there¬ 
fore nave all the benefits main landers receive from the Gov 


eminent, and pay all of the taxes mainlanders pay to the 
Government. It does not seem important to him that Nor¬ 
folk Island would prefer to have its own tax system, and 
pay for its own benefits system, worked out to meet the 
needs of the people who actually live on this Island. "In¬ 
equable treatment being accorded parties within the one 
nation should not be tolerated, ” he says. 

Yet in another major recommendation made elsewhere 
in the Report, he advocates that restrictions on immigration 
into Norfolk Island be continued (which denies mainlanders 
the right to move to another part of "the one nation") and 
that Norfolk continue to charge local customs duties (which 
denies mainlanders the right to ship goods to another part 
of "the one nation" without paying duty) and that the Nor¬ 
folk postal system be continued (which refuses to accept 
stamps sold in another part of "the one nation"). 

Unlimited immigration from Australia would be the end 

of Norfolk Island as It is now. here is probably no one 

change that could be made in the Island that would so pro¬ 
foundly affect its future. 

Where does the truth lie? Sir John does not argue that 
the Island really needs mainland social service benefits -- 
in fact he says that "in the eyes of most Island residents 
there is little or no hardship in respect of these matters." 

He says we must have them because rights in the one na- 
Uon must be uniform. Yet he says that mainland Austral¬ 
ians should be denied certain rights on Norfolk Island. 

W ch is it to be? (A) Assure that all Australian rights 
and duties apply fully in Norfolk Island? or (B) Maintain a 
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dlflerenc jet of rights and duties especially suited to Norfolk 
ui^wi mm including immigration controls? You cannot do 
both. Which one? Are we to have A? Or 8? 


A trial period of local self-government is recommended 
by Sir John. He says the purpose of this would be "to grant 
l>:i :C a measure of local self-government and test the 
:ci:ue:ts‘ capacity in such an endeavour over a trial period 
of at least five years before reviewing the situation. Such 
a course would.. .give the Island a chance to acquire know- 
ledge aid experience in self-government... for a period 

which may prove to be a transition to ultimate independence. 

Yet in another major recommendation, mentioned earlier 
he advocates that the full mainland system of taxation and 
the full mainland system of social service benefits should be 
applied in the Island. 

Come, come, now. Does anyone with any experience of 

Nrge governments actually believe that after five years of 

integration into the Australian systems, Norfolk could extract 

toe If horn them? That benefits would be taken away? That 

ti.xej would be i^inoved? Particularly if the Island's tourist 
economy had slumped away? 

Which is it to be? (A) A genuine trial period of local 
self-government, leaving Norfolk Island some genuine op¬ 
tion of choice at the end of the trial? or (B) Five years of 

becoming enmeshed in the mainland systems? You can't 
have both. Which do you want? Shall it be A? Or B? 

A representative form of government Is recognised by Sir 
John as "an accepted principle in civilised societies. " He 
recommends that Norfolk Island residents should be able to 
elect a local Council with some executive powers. 

But many of the most important powers in governing the 


Island, he advocates should be in the hands of the Common¬ 
wealth. These powers would cover such specific Island mat¬ 
ters as land development and ownership, health services, so¬ 
cial security, education and tourism generally. 

Sir John proposes that Norfolk Island should have represen¬ 


tative government on these and other Commonwealth mat- 
ten by allowing Norfolk Island voters to vote in the elec¬ 
tions that select the members of Parliament who represent 
Canberra. 

This seems very close to what lawyers call H a legal fic- 

something which is accepted as being so, 
egal purposes, even though everyone knows that in real- 
it is not so. We are about 850 voters on Norfolk Island. 


tion 


ily 


and 


nr is scarcely the place where Norfolk land 
relopment, Norfolk tourism and other Island 
thoughtfully considered, with responsiveness 


of the Island. 


Norfolk Island 


uinetv representative government? or (B) Should we be assign 
cd a vote in an electorate whose needs and interests are to¬ 
tally foreign to oun? You can't have both. A or B? 


Norfolk's environment is precious to everyone on the Island 
and Sir John recognises this in mentioning that Norfolk's first 
two main charms are the scenic beauty of its land and sea- 
icapes, the rustic tranquility of its environment..." These 

are among the essential components he says our tourist in¬ 
dustry offers — adding that "the vital thing is not to take 

s y action which may threaten (these) essential compon¬ 
ents." T*TST 


H 


Yet elsewhere he recommends that Norfolk's airport be 
expanded not merely to handle small jets, but to a size 
that could handle international Boeing 747*$ in an emergency, 
be big enough to handle heavy jets as a regular matter, and 
be big enough to accept heavy planes flying in heavy equip¬ 
ment that might some day be urgently needed by "mining 
companies interested in the surrounding sea-bed. ” 

Which is it to be? (A) Do nothing that threatens the en¬ 
vironment? or t B) Build a Boeing 747 airport on our tiny 
Island? Sir John belittles the environmental effects of such 
an airport, and says the Chapel can be moved, residents 
can be moved and compensated, and people and birds will 
be able to tolerate the noise, fumes and vibration pollution. 
Island conservationists do not agree. You can't do both. 
Which is-better for Norfolk? Choose between A or B. 



A CAMPAIGN has already started on the mainland to press 
the recommendations of the Report through as quickly as 
possible. There is great natural momentum for acceptance 

of a Report that took so long to prepare, covers so many n 
ters, and looks so authoritative. 

As a nation, Australia appears to gain nothing from the 
re com mendations. 


abuses 


Sir John, an expert in tax matters, says 


ase 


take any necessary steps to curb or elim 
avoidance activities remain." Under his 

Norfolk to be a heaw economic drain or 


p 

plan” he expects 


for which Australia gets little more than a meteorological 


station. 

4 

There are two sorts of people who appear to favour the 
Report wholly, either not knowing or not caring about its 
crippling faults of logic. A few dedicated socialist believ¬ 
ers -- several on the Island and perhaps many more on the 
mainland --are convinced the Report furthers their earnest¬ 
ly-held philosophies. And an unknown number of civil ser¬ 
vants are pressing the Report forward; we believe they wish 
mainly to "correct an anomaly". Norfolk Island is certain¬ 
ly an anomaly. 

Meanwhile it seems plain that the great majority of 
people on Norfolk believe this is probably the last place in 

the civilised world where it is possible to practice an old- 
fashioned kind of life, based on the family, on the unpol¬ 
luted earth, free of the bureaucracies and heavy taxation 
and proliferation of laws on top of laws that encrust so much 

of the world. Mainlanders may think we are odd. But we 
cause trouble to no one, and are willing to pay the price 
for our apartness: isolation, fewer services and benefits, 
harder work, and sometimes loneliness. 


It seems plain that the great majority of people on Nor¬ 
folk want to continue in close and cordial relationship with 
Australia, and that the last thing they want is for some sort 
of tin-pot new "nation" to be set up on the Island. They 
don't want to dodge taxes, despite Sir John's caustic feelings 
and conclusions; they merely want to pay sensible taxes to a 
sensible system in a sensible community. 


The Minister 


Norfolk 


small part. 


personally 


sider the self-destructive conflicts within the Nirnrao Report 
before its momentum begins permanently damaging Norfolk. 
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REMINGTON 
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SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) 
BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) 
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GUTTERINGS 


think we may be able to help 


please ask us. We appreciate inquiries 
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